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Celebrating 15 Years of Care, Community, and Impact

For 15 years, Gift of Life Howie's House has been
a home away from home for transplant patients
and families who must travel to Philadelphia for
lifesaving care.

What began as a place to stay has grown into
something far deeper - a community of comfort,
stability, and connection during one of life's most
overwhelming seasons. Since opening our doors
in 2011, thousands of families have found rest
after long hospital days, shared meals with others

BECOMEA q
VOLUNTEERT 0

Bob Baur, long-time House volunteer shuttle driver
and donor father.

who understand, and reassurance
that they are not alone.

ROOTED IN HOPE, GROWING TOGETHER

is our year-long anniversary campaign honoring
the people, stories, and partnerships that make
this work possible. Throughout 2026, we invite
you to share your story, join us at special events,
and celebrate 15 years of compassion for
transplant families - all while helping shape
what comes next.

A GROWING NEED:
HELP EXPAND OUR SHUTTLE PROGRAM

Transplant care often means leaving home for weeks or months -
navigating early-morning appointments, unfamiliar hospitals, and
the daily stress of getting to and from lifesaving care.

At Gift of Life Howie's House, our free shuttle program is one of
many ways we seek to reduce burdens to accessing care. Providing
reliable transportation to six area transplant centers, the shuttle helps
families focus on healing. It's more than a ride; it's a familiar face, a
steady routine, and one less worry during an incredibly uncertain time.

As demand for the House grows, so does reliance on the shuttle.
When our primary vehicle is unavailable, families face limited,
costly alternatives that strain a service they depend on every day.

THIS SPRING, YOU CAN HELP CHANGE THAT.

Your support will help us add a new shuttle to our fleet — ensuring
transplant families can access critical care, safely and reliably, when
they need it most.

continued on Gift of Life Howie's House page 2
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BEHIND EVERY RIDE IS A VOLUNTEER
WHO MAKES THIS SERVICE POSSIBLE.

Bob Baur has been driving guests to and from appointments for
more than eight years. Volunteering in memory of his daughter
Kellie who became an organ donor in 2014, Bob has become a
familiar and comforting presence for hundreds of families.

“WHEN YOU'RE SITTING JUST A FEW FEET FROM EACH

OTHER IN THE SHUTTLE, A SENSE OF COMMUNITY
FORMS," Bob shares. “Being able to ride together and talk
takes some of the weight off their shoulders. The shuttle
gives families comfort and confidence that they'll get where
they need to go safely.”

Rick Hasz, Gift of Life President and CEQ brought the shuttle to MTF Biologics in August to pick up
items MTF staff collected for the House pantry.

Past guest Joanne Hopkins knows that feeling well. She and her
husband, James Sr., have stayed at the House for more than 135
nights while caring for their son James after his lifesaving heart
transplant. Traveling more than 300 miles from rural northwestern
Pennsylvania, the House shuttle service relieved the stress of
navigating city traffic, parking, and unfamiliar routes.

“THE SHUTTLE SERVICE BROUGHT OUR FAMILY IMMENSE
COMFORT AND SECURITY,"” Joanne says. “Knowing we had
safe, reliable transportation each day greatly reduced our
anxiety during such a difficult time."”

Since opening our doors in 2011, the shuttle program has grown
alongside the needs of the families we serve. What began as a
single eight-passenger SUV expanded to minivans - and in 2018,
with community support, to our current 15-passenger shuttle.

Today, we are at another moment of growth. Adding a second
shuttle will allow us to serve more families, provide dependable
backup transportation, and ensure this essential service remains
accessible and reliable for years to come.

James Sr., Joanne, and James Hopkins, past guests.

For families like the Hopkins, the shuttle does more than provide
a ride — it reduces stress and allows them to focus on what matters
most: their loved one’s health.

“The shuttle allowed us to rest after long hospital days and
focus fully on our son’s care,” Joanne shares. “We are deeply
grateful for this service and the support of the House.”

HELP US CELEBRATE 15 YEARS OF CARE

by ensuring reliable transportation for the families who need it
most. Your gift will be doubled as we work toward our $120,000
goal to strengthen the shuttle program and carry this vital service

into the future.
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YOUR GIFT, -~
DOUBLED

Give today and double your impact.
Thanks to a generous grant from the
Foxwynd Foundation, every dollar you
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give this spring will be matched - dollar

for dollar, up to $60,000.

Your tax-deductible gift will help us reach our

$120,000 goal to add a new, custom shuttle -
ensuring transplant families have safe, reliable access to
lifesaving care.

Scan the QR code to give now,
or use the enclosed envelope to mail

your gift.

BECOMEA SHUTTLE DRIVER
VOLUNTEER- Our shuttle drivers are

the backbone of this vital service. As our occupancy
grows, so does the need for dedicated volunteers.

To apply, you must: e Be 18 years or older
¢ Have a clean driving record
* Be an experienced city driver

To learn more or apply, call 267-546-9800.

ROOTED IN HOPE:

STORIES & CELEBRATIONS

For 15 years, the heartbeat of our mission at Gift of Life
Howie's House has been the people who pass through our
doors — transplant patients, caregivers, donor families, volunteers,
and supporters whose lives are forever connected by transplant.

Throughout our anniversary year, we're honoring those stories
and celebrating the moments — big and small - that remind us
why home, community, and hope matter so deeply and make the
House a home away from home.

YOUR STORY IS PART OF OUR STORY

Every stay, every meal shared, every ride to the hospital carries
meaning. Whether you're a guest family, donor family, volunteer,
sponsor, or longtime supporter, your experience is part of the
House’s 15-year story and mission.

We invite you to share a memory, reflection, recipe, photo,
or piece of artwork inspired by your connection to the House.
Selected stories will be featured throughout the year, with a special
keepsake planned to honor our community at the close of our
anniversary celebration.

Learn more and share your story at giftoflifehowieshouse.org.
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ROOTED IN HOPE. GROWING TOGETHER.

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF CARE
This year, we'll mark our 15th anniversary with special events and
moments of gratitude that bring our community together. From
longtime traditions to new celebrations, each gathering honors
the roots we've planted and the future we're growing.

Join us and help celebrate 15 years of care, compassion, and
community. Full event details and year-round opportunities to get
involved can be found at giftoflifehowieshouse.org/events.

SAVE THE DATES

APRIL 26: Gift of Life Donor Dash

APRIL-MAY: strokes of Kindness
Art Contest submissions ‘
MAY 28: president’s Appre<-:|a:|on
Breakfast for 2025 Family Circle
Members 5
MID-JULY: Gift of Life Howi€
Birthday Bash

AUGUST 17:22nd Annu

Golf Outing

s House

al Kidney Open



HONORING
A LEGACY OF

LEADERSHIP
AND

COMPASSION

Gift of Life Howie's House joins the entire Gift of Life
community in sharing that after 27 years of extraordinary
service, JAN L.WEINSTOCK, ESQ. will retire this year
from her role as Chief Administrative Officer and General
Counsel. Her tenure has been defined by vision, integrity, and
a deep commitment to the families we serve.

Throughout her career, Jan helped strengthen organ donation
and transplantation nationwide through impactful Pennsylvania
legislation and played a pivotal role in the vision, design, and
creation of Gift of Life Howie’s House. “Opening the doors of
the House completed the circle of care we provide at Gift
of Life,” Jan shared, noting that the quiet moments — seeing
families find comfort and relief — have been especially meaningful.

Jan often reflects on the donor families, recipients, and advocates who
inspire her, saying, “It grounds me and centers me knowing
that people are fundamentally good.” In 2025 alone, Jan’s
leadership helped drive record-breaking transplant numbers and
supported the House in surpassing $17 million in subsidized care.

As she looks toward retirement, we are deeply grateful for Jan's
lasting impact and the strong foundation she leaves behind.

MORE THAN A MEAL.

MORE THAN A VOLUNTEER GROUP.

Over the past 15 years, Gift of Life Howie's House
has grown in many ways, but the dedication of our
volunteers has remained constant. Among them is
Team Spiers, a family whose service has been part of
the House since its earliest days.

The Spiers family began cooking meals at the House
in 2011, shortly after the loss of their beloved Kevin, an
organ and tissue donor. What began as a tribute to Kevin's
life quickly became a tradition of service rooted in love,
remembrance, and generosity. As the House grew, so did
the Spiers family — welcoming new partners, children,
and even grandchildren into both their lives and the
House kitchen.

For 15 years, they have prepared a meal at the House
every month, offering comfort and connection alongside
nourishment. Last spring, Team Spiers marked their
150th visit — an extraordinary milestone
led by Kevin’s mom, Joan Spiers.

“The gift of life the House
offers families has inspired
and strengthened our
compassion,” Joan shares.

Joan Spiers (center) and Team Spiers
celebrated their 150th Home Cook Heros meal
in the spring of 2025.

“Kevin was a hardworking, fun-loving, and truly
lovable person. He brought joy and laughter to
those around him, and his kindness will always
be remembered... We are grateful to give back and
will continue to volunteer in memory of Kevin."”

As we celebrate 15 years of serving transplant families, we are

deeply thankful to the Spiers family - and to all our volunteers -
whose generosity makes the House a place of comfort, stability,
and community.

ACAREGIVER
N/ LIFELINE PROGRAM

Spotlight

\' | byTalia Giordano, LCSW
i Director,
Family Services and Caregiver Lifeline

Cultivating Support:
Caregivers Don't Grow Alone

Caregivers play a central role in the transplant
journey. They manage medications, attend
appointments, provide emotional reassurance,
and often put their own needs aside to keep
everything moving forward. While transplant
care often centers on the patient, the well-being
of caregivers is just as important. Caregivers

do not grow, heal, or sustain themselves alone.
Support from others is essential.

When caregivers lack support, the strain can lead to burnout, isolation,
depression, and declines in their own health. When caregivers are
supported, they are better able to manage stress, navigate uncertainty,
and continue providing care over time. Support does not have to come
from one place. In fact, no single source can do it all.

Family and friends are often the first layer of support.
Loved ones can help with meals, errands, appointments, or step in as
backup caregivers when respite is needed. Even small breaks can make
a meaningful difference.

Local community connections also matter. Community
groups, gyms, clubs, or neighborhood organizations can provide routine,
connection, and a sense of belonging outside of the medical world. These
spaces help caregivers stay grounded when caregiving begins to
take over daily life.

For some caregivers, spiritual or religious communities
offer comfort and stability during difficult times. These
groups may provide emotional support, practical help, or simply a place
to feel understood.

Mental health support is another critical resource.
Therapy and caregiver support groups give caregivers space to process
fear, grief, exhaustion, and changing roles. Talking with professionals or
peers who understand the transplant experience can reduce isolation and
support long-term well-being.

Medical and practical supports are equally important.
Home health care, home care aides, therapy services, and connection
to primary care providers can ease the daily demands of caregiving.
Accepting help is not a failure. It is a way to protect both the caregiver
and the patient.

For caregivers returning home after a hospital stay or time at Gift of Life
Howie's House, it can feel like a vital support system has disappeared.
Taking time to reflect on what was most helpful and finding ways to
continue that support at home can ease this transition. Caregivers should
also remember that transplant teams and caregiver support programs
remain available, even from a distance.

Caregiving is an act of love, but it should never be an act of isolation. When
caregivers are supported, they are stronger, healthier, and more resilient.

The Caregiver Lifeline Program offers resources to support caregivers
throughout the transplant journey. Visit our website to learn more about
Caregiver Support Groups and the Transplant Caregiver Guidebook,
which includes tools for identifying support networks, coping with
stress, and navigating new roles and relationships.

(INDNES
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ART CONTEST & FUNDRAISER

CREATE ART. INSPIRE HOPE. SUPPORT TRANSPLANT FAMILIES.

Submit your artwork to the 2026 Strokes of Kindness
Art Contest — Hope in Bloom — and help raise funds
to support the Gift of Life Howie's House Adopt-A-
Family program. Open to kids, teens, and adults with
multiple prize categories.

SUBMISSIONS: APRIL 1 - MAY 31
VOTING: JUNE 10 - JUNE 30

Learn more at giftoflifehowieshouse.org



WAYS 70 supPORT our mission

Our mission is made possible by our community. From sharing our story, volunteering

your time or making a financial gift, each action plays a vital role in supporting transplant

families when they need it most. Plant a seed of support and help our impact grow.

RAISE AWARENESS

» Like, share, and comment on
our social posts

» Share a House story or video

» Share this newsletter with someone

» Register as an organ donor and tell
your family and friends

1
2
3
4 » Leave a Google or Facebook review
S
6

» Participate in the Gift of Life
Donor Dash

7. Participate in National Donate Life
Month activities

DASH L,

; "\f’

LEND A HAND
8 » Host a wish list or supply drive

9 » Host an activity for House guests
1 O. Cook a Home Cook Heroes meal

1 1 » Attend or sponsor a House event

MAKE A FINANCIAL
IMPACT

1 2 » Become a monthly contributor

1 3 » Add the House to your workplace
giving program

1 4. Nominate us for a community
or workplace grant

1 5 » Include the House in your will
or estate plan

PLANT A SEED OF SUPPORT FOR TRANSPLANT FAMILIES AND THE HOUSE.

Learn more at giftoflifehowieshouse.org or email development@giftoflifehowieshouse.org.

to our generous partners
in supporting transplant families

Contributions of $250 or more received hetween SEPTEMBER — DECEMBER 2025

Founders’ Circle

[GIFTS OF $10,000+]

Armstrong Foundation

The Dounn Family

James and Paula Duva

The Foxwynd Foundation

Freedom Together Foundation

The Gitlin Family Foundation

Betsy Horen

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania

Jean Jones

Howard and Liz Nathan

Joseph J and Donna Nicoletti Ferrier
and Family

The Lori Nicoletti Peruto Family

Ms. Ann M. Robinson

Johann and Beverly Schneider

Walter and Loran Staehle

Transplant Alliance Foundation, Inc.

Wawa Inc.

2025 Family Circle

[GIFTS of $250+]
to support the annual fund

HONOR IN PLATINUM [$5,000+]
AddVal, Inc.

Anonymous in memory of John Moretto
Larry and Diane Beard

Event Transport Solutions

Gillespie Electric, Inc.

David A. Pierson, PhD

Puglisi / Barley Families

Scott and Vickie Sayles

Dr. Marshall and Michele Schwartz
The Smith Family Memorial Fund
The Susan and Edward Stevens Fund
Thomas and Kathleen Subranni

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Yanick

HOPE IN GOLD [$2,500+]

CAF America

Amanda Gibbs

Joseph and Megan Holden

Home Association of McSherrystown

Constantine Katsinis

Lauren’s Foundation

Juan Llado and Teresa Frazer

Miller Transportation Group

Kevin C. Parham

Perseverance Encampment
No.1351.0.0.F

TIAA

Michael Walker

Jan L. Weinstock, Esq.

Denise and Gerad Wurst

CARE IN SILVER [$1,000+]

Jeffrey and Ruth Abrams

AmeriHealth Caritas Family
of Companies

Anonymous

Raymond and Maria Aviles

Anonymous

Robert Barrilli
Satya Bhoumik
Richard Bradley
John and Patricia Browne
Paul and Jenifer Brucker
Wendy Bullotta
James and Karen Carns
David Feldman
Joanne and Robert Fiorelli
Fox & Roach/Trident Charities
Dr. Gerard and Elizabeth Fulda
Marta Galarza
Garden State Pulmonary Fibrosis
Support Group
Catherine Giblin
Amy J. Goldberg, M.D.
Bernard and Ellen Gottlieh
Elvin and Sue Green
Dr. and Mrs. Richard D. Hasz, Sr.
Karen and Tom Hoyer
Teresa laconelli
Maria Inverso
William and Maureen Kelly
Frank Lambert
Gabriel Llull
The Majorie and Nate Pincus Fund
Dr. Warren Maley
Debra Malinics
Burton and Patti Mattice
Mary McAllister
Michael McVey
Ann Mokris
Cary Moritz, Esg. and
Michael Moritz, MD
Anonymous
Arthur and Gail Pasquarella
Ruhi Patil
Chad Punchard
Andrea and Sean Reynolds
Carl Fritz and Debra Scotti Fritz
The Stevens Kellogg Fund
Sule’s Collision Center Inc.
Transplant Foundation
John Treuth
Michael and Mary Ellen Tucker
Jacqueline Urtecho, MD
Vanguard
Robert G. Walsh, Sr.
Jeanette Weaver
Vicki Williams
Diane Wilson
Charles and Rebecca Winstead

GRACE IN BRONZE [$500+]
Martha and Bill Anderson
The Appleby Trissler Fund
Marcos Asan

Jami Barnett

Lina Batra

Celine M. Baum

Nina Britton

Michael and Kathy Brookens
John Bruens

Buzz Duzz
Mary Ellen Callaghan
Sandra and Francis Cannon
Dorothy Clapham
Caroline and James Coleman
Commonwealth of PA
Barbara Craig
Roshai Crichlow
Thomas and Pam Eskildsen
John and Diane Ferguson
David and Teresa Ferguson
Frankford-Brown, Lodge No. 751
Carol L. Gallagher
Pamela and Thomas Glenn
Thomas and Marian Gross
Carol and Tom Hetzel
Mr. James Hillary
James Keiper
John Kless
Ms. Terri Lathan
Cynthia Mabry
Marguerite Marcinek
Kenneth and Ginette McCleaster
Gregory and Maureen McEntee
Christine and Thomas McGarry
Thomas and Tracy McIntyre
Elizabeth McNamara
Dr. Michael Meshkov and

Dr. Janine Reed
Marjorie and Gregory Middleton
Donna and Antoni Mikolajczyk
Barry and Colleen Morris
Linda Muller
N.A. Willians Co.
Donna J. Newell
New York Life Insurance Company
Jeffrey and Lorinda Orlowski
Nancy Parsons
M. Esther Popjoy
Christine Radolovic
Kevin Ryan
Christopher Schirripa
Richard and Anita Shaffer
Jennifer and Arthur Snyder
William C. Soloway
Temple Inn of Court
Curtis Tobash
Kevin Treiber
Jeanne and David Turner
VARICENT
VML Foundation
Melanie Wills
Dan Zhou and Ning Wu

COMFORT IN COPPER [$250+]
Jeff Albarty

Lee and Amy Albarty
Anonymous

Spiro and Priscilla Apostolou
Carolyn Arriviello

Marshall Ayres

Ronald and Carol Bilek
Christopher Bradley

George Brew
Christine Cahill
Cynthia Camp and Gregory Silva
Canton Lodge No.415
Church of the Redeemer
Barbara Converse
John and Linda Dearani
Philip Dehennis
Harris and Debra Devor
Blaise DiFedele
Sue McVey-Dillon and Terry Dillon
Diana and James Donato
Annette Donawa
Evergreen Lodge No. 163
Factoryville Lodge 341
Elizabeth Farley
Christopher and Joanne Fisher
Pamela Fishman
Patricia Foulkrod
Donna Frey
Thomas and Vivian Gano
Margaret Geiger
David M. Georgaros
Barbara Gill
Carol and John Giungo
Harvey Goldglantz
Angelia Graham
Diane and Gary Graney
Nicholas Greco
Mrs. Stephanie Haley
Tom and Kathleen Hebling
Daniel and Barbara Higgins
Tracie Horn
Robert and Beverly Hoyer
Jean Hyclak
Douglas and Sue Anne Jacobs
Keith and Elaine Jones
Harold Judge
Kevin Kelley
Valarie Kelley
David and Elizabeth Kennedy
Ms. Jane Kent
Cynthia and Arthur Kenyon
Stephen Kindler
Susan Knight
Knights of Peter Claver

Ladies Auxiliary St. Barbara Court
Pepper and Mike Krach
William and Dee Kreiter
Roberta Kupel
Kathryn Lamb
William Leinweber
Joseph and Sharon Lesko
Ronald Loveless
George MacKenzie
Arthur Mahlon
William Major
Marie Mascena
Anthony Mastrocco
Gwendolyn Mayes
Mr. and Mrs. Brian McCole
Carol and James McKelvey
Sean McKnight

Patrick Murphy and Jenny Moyer
Arthur and Ann Nace
Nancy Nelson
Dr. Lazaros and

Mrs. Stavroula Nikolaidis
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Norton
Diana Nyman
Michael Onderko
Joseph and Merna Opetosky
Susan Paradise
Frank and Joyce Podietz
Myrna Pressman
Karen Rafferty
Mr. Spencer Rand
William Ray
Patrick and Jean Reger
Dr. and Mrs. David J. Reich
Roman Leray Franklin Lodge No.418
Theresa Rooney
Michael and Rose Rose
Rural Amity Lodge 70
Susan Salamon
Lucille Shick
Kristen and Luke Stachowicz
Thomas and Deborah Stalsitz
Maryanne Steinert
Venessa Torres
Trojan Lodge No. 306, F & AM of Troy
Union Lodge 108
Belarmino and Anna Viegas
Ronald Walsh and

Jean-Marie Cadorette
Dennis and Faye Westhoff
Karl Wickman
Paul Wolf
Judy Yost
Leah Zenker

ITALIC = upgraded member
BOLD = renewed member

We apologize for any errors or
omissions and ask that you contact
us at 267-546-9819 to report any
corrections.

Pracessing times for check
donations may vary. For faster
payment processing, please
consider making your gift online
at giftoflifehowieshouse.org.

HEART MEMBERS

Recognizing NEW monthly contributors
who donate $21 or more per month
Cathie R. Ayres David Fraser
Christopher Combs ~ Crystal Patton
Ellen Daly

To make a contribution to Gift of Life Howie’s House,
please visit giftoflifehowieshouse.org or use the enclosed envelope.

The official registration and financial information of Transplant House d/b/a Gift of Life Howie’s House may be obtained from PA Dept. of State by calling toll free 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.



