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We've been helping make the journey to world-class
care more accessible
for transplant families

It’s a great relief to have a comfortable, affordable and supportive
place to stay while a loved one receives care at one of our city’s
exceptional transplant centers. For nearly a decade, Gift of Life
Family House has been providing all of this along with much needed
stability to transplant families and patients during their sometimes
unpredictable transplant journeys.

In 2011, not long after we opened, Lindsey and Bill Schwartz came
to stay with us with their 10-month-old son, Stephen, who needed
a kidney transplant. At the time, he was our youngest guest.
We've been their oasis of comfort ever since the Schwartz family
walked through our doors that day over nine years ago.

The NMMIRACLE kid

Now 10 years old, Stephen Schwartz likes to move fast.
Whether he’s riding his bike, the new electric scooter
that he got for Christmas, or racing electric go-karts at
an indoor track with his dad, Bill, Stephen likes to stay
in motion. And he loves cars, both old and new: visiting
car museums, reading car magazines and playing video games about
car racing.

It’s hard to believe that when Stephen was still in his mom Lindsey’s
womb, he was gravely ill. Stephen was diagnosed with Autosomal
Recessive Polycystic Kidney Disease (ARPKD), or infantile PKD,

Stephen Schwartz and his dad, Bill. The Schwartzes M A ontiaon Faly Fotsobage 2
are now one of our longest-returning guests. f
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a rare genetic disorder that affects 1 out of every 20,000 children.
The disease causes poor kidney function and breathing problems
that can hinder an infant’s survival. Throughout her pregnancy,
Lindsey and Bill Schwartz were determined to learn everything
they could about the diagnosis, find the best

care, and manage their
own expectations for
what was an uncertain
outcome.

Stephen beat the odds.
On January 4, 2011,
Stephen’s loud cries in
the delivery room were
sounds of pure joy to his
parents and doctors. To
aid his breathing, both of
his kidneys were removed
when he was just six days o ¢ Family House
old. He remained on dialysis 2013 ;‘j,‘;'{.‘?,:“‘;:‘u:x "

for two years until he grew
big enough to receive a kidney transplant. Unfortunately, neither
Lindsey nor Bill were a match to Stephen’s blood type, so they
were unable to be his kidney donor.

“The affordability of the Family House
gave us the ability to get Stephen
the best healthcare.”

in the country where you can get pediatric nephrology care,
especially for this type of disease and pediatric kidney transplant.”
Lindsey calls the Family House an integral part of making Stephen’s
care in Philadelphia possible.

‘At the time, the financial aspect of traveling to Philadelphia
would have prevented us from keeping Stephen’s care there after
transplant. The affordability of the Family House gave us the ability
to make that decision and get Stephen the best healthcare."

“The few times we
had to stay in a hotel
in Philadelphia it was
incredibly expensive.
That's not financially
feasible to do four times
a year on top of huge
medical bills. And then
you add in the cost of
getting to Philadelphia
for regular visits plus any
other times the doctors
say, ‘Stephen’s labs aren't
- looking good, you need

2013 Watching Television in to come.” That happened
atthe Family Hoyse CoCot T00M ‘ quite a lot.”

Just as the Schwartz family received their first miracle at Stephen’s
birth, their second miracle occurred when a family friend offered
to get tested to be his kidney donor and was a perfect match. On
May 9, 2013, two-year-old Stephen Schwartz received his precious
gift of life.

Each year, on May 9th, the Schwartz family spends the day celebrating
Stephen’s kidney transplant anniversary with cake, balloons, and a
family outing. After transplant, they were able to start celebrating
milestones: “We had our first vacation, we took our first plane
ride, Stephen started elementary school and took the school bus,”
says Lindsey. All these things and much more were made possible
because of the selflessness of Stephen’s kidney donor.

Smoothing the path to CARE

The road to Stephen’s kidney transplant was filled with many
challenges. Dialysis treatments, tube feedings, infections and
complications all took their toll.

The Schwartzes desperately wanted Stephen’s kidney transplant
and aftercare to happen in Philadelphia, a 3% hour drive from their
home in Virginia. Explains Lindsey, “There are not many places

The Schwartzes are now one of our longest-returning families as
they continue to come to Philadelphia for Stephen’s follow-up care.

The COMFORT of knowing what to expect

Though Stephen’s healthcare and transplant journeys have been
filled with great successes interspersed with major hurdles, Lindsey,
Bill and Stephen have learned to roll with the punches and focus on
the many ways they have been blessed. One part of their journey
that Lindsey says is never a surprise is the Family House.

2014 Playing foosball in the Activity Center
at the Family House

“The Family House has everything
you need to have a relaxing,
easy place to stay.”

“We know what to expect every time we go. It's comfortable.
It’s clean. There’s food and coffee. What I need to bring and what
I don’t need to bring is always the same. Everybody is kind and
welcoming. The predictability of it and knowing I can afford it is just
so wonderful.”

In the beginning, when they needed a refrigerator in their room to
store Stephen’s medications and tube feedings, the Family House
gladly provided it. “The Family House has everything you need to
have a relaxing, easy place to stay.”

Lindsey enjoys the meals provided by our Home Cook Heroes and
marvels at the variety and convenience of our pantry. “The pantry
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is awesome. We'll always get a snack there and will grab some cereal
to eat in the car on the way to the hospital in the morning.”

The Activity Center at the Family House has been a favorite of
Stephen’s since he was little. Whether he’s playing video games,
foosball, or doing arts and crafts, there’s always something fun
for him to enjoy when he visits.

HELP US “\relcome home”

As spring arrives, the Schwartz family is looking forward to many
good things happening. Stephen will finish fourth grade. He'll get
to run outside with his new puppy, Maverick, a Bernese-Poodle
mix. And he’ll be able to golf with his dad, Bill, using his own set
of clubs. He'll continue to race in his junior go-kart league and
maybe even win a prize.

We're proud to be there throughout Stephen’s journey and hope
that you will be there for the many transplant families like the
Schwartzes who depend on the comfort and stability that the
Family House provides.

This spring, we ask that you consider making a monthly
recurring gift in support of families in our care 365 days
a year, 24 hours a day. Here are some of the ways your
monthly gift can be put to good use:

$1o Supports the cost of a ride to and
from the hospital

$z 1 Helps provide a family use of our
full-service kitchen for one week

$4o Covers the fee for one night of lodging
and supportive services to one family

$1oo Helps cover the cost of running

a support group

When you make a recurring monthly gift, you will hecome
a member of our Welcome Home Club. Contributors of
$21 or more will be recognized as Heart Members and
will be invited to a special contributor’s event as well
as have their names listed on our contributor's wall,
our website and in our publications.

Gifts of all sizes—both monthly and one-time gifts—are
appreciated and help us continue the vital work of providing
transplant families with affordable lodging, supportive services,
and, most importantly, a place to call home when they are far
from their own homes.

To make a recurring monthly gift, please visit our secure online
donation page:

https://support.giftoflifefamilyhouse.org/WelcomeHomeClub

To make another type of gift, please use the enclosed envelope or
visit our website:

GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org

Become a Welcome Home Club
member now!

Scan this QR code to sign up!




THANKS TO YOU!

Thank you to everyone who helped provide hope, healing and the comforts of home to our guests
and the broader transplant community in 2020. Some special accomplishments from last year include:

Remained open during the pandemic
and made numerous changes to safely Received 132 yummy
continue providing affordable lodging, m baked goods drop-offs
meals and supportive services for
transplant patients and their families

Provided 4,396 lodging nights
of care to families

for guests and volunteers to use

Expanded our dining area into our former living
room and installed new flooring to allow for socially
distanced meals

Began updating and refreshing the guest rooms by
e installing new carpets, window treatments, custom

tv mounts, light fixtures, and bed coverings

Created a new webinar series to provide the
G transplant community with health and wellness

information during the pandemic which was
attended by over 1,300 participants

336 dinners and 46 brunches
provided by Home Cook Hero
volunteer groups

Served 15,038 meals to transplant
families at the Family House

New milestone reached in April:
served the 250,000th meal since
opening in 2011

Celebrated the Family House's 9th birthday with
a special appearance by Bobby Rydell

Installed new ovens in the kitchen

Provided 158 hours of counseling |
to guests through the Caregiver
Lifeline Program

Over 140 birthday fundraisers were created on
Facebook to help raise funds for the Family House

Launched Sponsor-A-Room Program and 8 new guest
rooms were sponsored by generous contributors

Over $119,000 raised at the
16th annual Kidney Open

Golf Outing

:

New milestone reached in October: provided
70,000 room nights to transplant ;
families since opening

12 new Legacy pavers were
dedicated with special inscriptions
to be placed in the Legacy Garden

© O

Over $40,000 was raised through
the 40 Hours for the Family House
fundraiser on Giving Tuesday

52 total Welcome Home Club
members who give monthly
to support the Family House

Nicole's Journey

Past guest Nicole Kohr is about to reach a major milestone and
will be celebrating her second lung transplant anniversary this June!
Nicole, 28, was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis at a young age and
was given a low chance of surviving past age 10. Nicole describes
her personality as a “bull” and says that “if someone tells me I can't
do something, then I'm going to fight very hard and go do it.”
Nicole beat the odds, and it wasn’t until the age of 21 when her
doctors told her that she would need to start looking into transplant
surgery. A few years later, Nicole was added to the lung transplant
waiting list. And in June of 2019, just two weeks after getting
married, Nicole received the best wedding gift one could ask for,
a life-saving lung transplant!

Nicole and her mom, Patti, stayed at the Family House for a little
over two months during Nicole’s transplant and recovery journey.
She says that although her recovery was hard, “knowing that
you're coming back to a place that’s peaceful and understanding
is priceless.” Nicole and her mom particularly enjoyed interacting
with the Home Cook Hero volunteers and the delicious meals they
provided every night. “It was so comforting to come home from
a long day of physical therapy and have spaghetti waiting for you.”
Nicole says she is thankful for the people at the Family House
that make the journey for transplant patients doable, and explains,
“when you're experiencing so much trauma on a regular basis,
you really just need some love at the end of the day, and I felt like
I got that at the Family House.”

Growing up, Nicole’s passion and escape was always the theatre.
She started participating in theatre groups from a young age and
continued to star in and write for shows all the way into college.

of the Family House

-ggﬁmmm 3 A
SQVIVOR

BUTyERE| AM |

<hweHing Iy

When her condition started to worsen, however, she could no
longer participate in shows the way she wanted to. That is when
she began to write a musical about her journey and experiences
as a Cystic Fibrosis patient, and soon enough she had finished
writing the lyrics to her full-length musical, Fall Risk. Today, Nicole
is in great health leading up to the two-year anniversary of her lung
transplant and is now putting all her efforts into producing and
bringing her musical to life!

LEFT: Nicole with her mother, Patti and husband Jared. RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM: Nicole at
the Family House celebrating one year liver transplant; Nicole with her husbhand Jared on
the Family House patio; Nicole with her friend on the Family House patio.




Caregiver Lifeline Virtual Support Programs for 2021

for supporting families during
their transplant journey.

Thank You

Contributions of $250 or more received between OCTOBER — DECEMBER 2020

2021 Transplant Webinar

Serl es Through our Caregiver Lifeline Program, complimentary webinars will be available
throughout 2021 for transplant patients, families, and professionals. We will be partnering with

. . . . Dr. and Mrs. Marc and Kathy Uknis  Mickey and Judy McCabe Bud Murphy Donald and Sarah Carter Timothy and Phyllis Maglone Tammy and Clifford Wendricks
L Copmg with Grief and Loss Durlng Transplant Organ Recovery Sygtems Steven Napiecek and Robin Zoltek ~ Alan Oberman Nancy Castrenze Carmen Malignaggi Marie Wit
The Wawa Foundation Cristin Nicoletti Jeffrey and Lorinda Orlowski Dr. Nicholas and Debra Malinics John Wray
: . : : . 0 Kevin C. Parham Peter and Nancy Parsons Mrs. Anna Marie Cavarocchi Beverly Marriner Kathy Yandle and Rick Miller
Thank you tO- our 2021 Transplant Webinar s_po_nsors. csL Be_h"ng' Cl’yOLIf-e, Inc., 2020 Famlly Circle Terence Pavlick Cindi and Vincent Pasceri Church of the Redeemer Anthony Mastrocco AL ded memb
COTA - Children's Organ Transplant Association and Veloxis Pharmaceuticals. [GIFTS of $250+] The Prasad Family Tower Health Transplant Thomas and Suzanne Civitella Virginia McBride C= upgraded member
to support the annual fund Team Spiers Reading/Philadelphia Michael Clancy Joseph McCafferty BOLD = renewed member
HONOR IN PLATINUM [$5,000+] Scarborough Boatworks Ruth Peachey Dorothy Clapham Donna’s Darlings
el e J. Kate Stickles and Brad Baldus  Jenn and Aaron Pear! LaVerne Clark John McCumber Sponsor-A-Room
= Dirk Dinkeloo and Erin Jacob The Clark Associates The Prasad Family Paul Cohen Carol and James McKelvey Program
The Hampton Foundation Charitable Foundation James and Judith Rodden Sara Cohen Carolyn Meehan New 2021 Guest Room Sponsors
an s a“ an a re I v e r Howard and Liz Nathan Debbie Darling Belenski Memorial Christopher Rumsey Christopher J. Combs and Peter and Melanie Melle AmeriHealth Caritas
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a . i almart Bensalem lanice Schwartz-Donahue isa Coscia onald and Heather Michau i
u p or Frou p S We will continue to offer support groups for transplant D Mershalland Michele Schwartz - e Wtson Charles T.Scott John and Kathleen Crouch Charles Mikoljewsti o Mo a1
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f . e . - . . . f Lisa Heller, MD etirey and ary bracciale . i i Penny Girls Foundation
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Hearts of Gold

various organizations and content experts to deliver these important educational sessions. Founders’ Circl Stacey Fitch Megan Kane Dr. Emily Blumberg and Jerry and Deena Koffler Marie Strouse
[G?Flrlsn OF%I'OS 000 +]I rcle Dr. Gerard and Elizabeth Fulda Edward and Heather Kellogg Mr. John Mezochow Frank P. Kowalski Darlene Sweitzer
- . New member:s e atemane Marta Galarza Frank Lambert Bernadette Boginsky Rosemarie Kraus Donna and Brian Swilley

U p comin g TO p ICS: gifts of $10,000 or more ;S\‘usan Gibbs Michael Leppo Marian Clavin and Richard Bomba  Carol and Dean Krautter Theresa Sykes
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. - - . . - . r.and Mrs. Richard D. Hasz, Sr. rs. Kimberly and Alexander Lin ristopher Bradle obert and Susan Kunzelman arlene Tan
C underStandlng the Organ and Tissue Donation C Na‘"gatlng Transplant Survivor's Guilt Current members who have made Richard and Linda Hasz David and Devbra Lindblade Viola ar?d TheodoreyBrooks Beth-Anne Laine Adam Terpay
Process and How Organs are Allocated renewed gifts of $10,000 or more George Holz Masonic Blood and Organ Donor Club  Alan Brown William J. Lee Peter Thomas

® COVID-19 and Transplant Update

Connelly Foundation

Teresa laconelli

Christine and Thomas McGarry

Paul and Jenifer Brucker

Joseph and Sharon Lesko

Jeanne and David Turner

A Gervato Family Foundation Independence Blue Cross Michael McVe; Gregory and Helene Bruno Anne Marie and Robert Lewandowski  Margo Vanlandingham
° Post-TranspIant Skin Cancer s The Gitlin Foundation KampiCam onents Co., Inc. Mindy Me: ersy BregdayBuIIard Ronald L. Leymeister Nico%e Vendetti ’
® Post-Transplant Nutrition and ; P! SOmp 2 ¥ ey y
. e .. P The Gordon Charter Foundation Dr. and Mrs. Todd Lipschultz Timothy and Laurie Miller Henry Bumba Kathleen Lilly Evan Waetzman
® Changes in Cognitive Functioning Cooking Demo Betsy Horen Dr. Warren Maley Evan, Debra and Jeff Morgan Phylis Burman New Vision Pioneers Janice Waitkus
Sam and Jean Jones Manfredi's Cold Storage Joann and Joseph Mozelewski Victoria Burns Christian Locher Stanley and Claudia Waldruff

in Transplant Patients

Donation Program

Richard Family

The Cole Family

® Financial Implications of Transplant

Howard and Liz Nathan

& Distribution, Inc.

Linda Muller

Donna Caracappa

Captivated by Collin's Smile

Dr. David Weinstock

The official registration and financial information of Transplant House d/b/a Gift of Life Family House may be obtained from PA Dept. of State by calling toll free 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement



