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	 “THE FAMILY HOUSE 
OFFERS SO MUCH 
	 TO THOSE WHO STAY HERE.

It offers support groups for caregivers which is 
a huge necessity. The staff will go above and beyond 
for us. To them, you are not just a number. 
They know your name. They ask how your children 
are doing. I love coming here, meeting people, 
and sharing stories with so many people who are 
stronger than they ever thought they could be.”—Alicia Hoover-Murphy, 

lung transplant recipient 
with her husband Dave 

and son Chance



To each of our AMAZING SUPPORTERS:
The work we do together here at the Family House to care for transplant families—including  
providing safe, affordable lodging, meals, transportation to and from the hospital, and offering  
support from a community that cares—helps them get through what can be an extremely difficult 
time with comfort and hope. We are so grateful for all you’ve given to help us continue being their 
“home away from home.” You’ve made a real difference in the lives of these families.

The Family House has come a long way since we opened our doors in 2011 and that’s all thanks  
to our generous Family House community of people like you. Last year was a remarkable year of  
learning and growth for us and we came out knowing how we could better care for our families. 

In the spring, you answered our call for help when we needed to upgrade our shuttle to bring patients 
and their families back and forth from the hospital. Thanks to you, we purchased a brand new vehicle 
with more seats and better accommodations for our guests to make their ride more comfortable. 

In the fall, we realized that more families were in need of the supportive services we provide.  
When we told you that we had to send families away 600 times because there weren’t enough rooms 
available for them, you helped us raise enough money to create two new guest rooms out of space  
we already had at the House. We will be able to provide 730 additional nights of care each year to 
transplant families! 

In 2018, we provided 10,025 nights of care for 309 families, made 1,144 trips to and from area  
hospitals, and served 35,188 meals as guests returned to their “home away from home” at the end  
of the day.

We would not have had such a successful year without people like you. Whether you made  
a financial contribution, volunteered your time, attended a fundraiser, held your own birthday  
fundraiser on Facebook, shared one of our social media posts, or simply mentioned the Family House 
to someone you love, your support in spreading awareness of our mission and helping sustain  
our programs has made all the difference in the lives of many families.

THANK YOU so much for supporting the Family House. I am excited to share more 
about our year with you in this 2018 Annual Report.

Sincerely,

HOWARD M. NATHAN
Founder and President
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Gift of Life Family House serves  
as a “HOME AWAY FROM HOME”  
for transplant patients and their 
families by providing temporary,  
affordable lodging, meals, and 
supportive services to those who  
travel to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
for transplant-related care. 
Gift of Life Family House is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.

Mission Statement
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	 “I WASN’T JUST HEALING 
PHYSICALLY. I WAS HEALING		
		  EMOTIONALLY. 

	 It was very therapeutic to sit down and share stories. 
	 It reminded me that I am not alone. If we had to 
	 stay in a hotel, we would never have gotten this kind 
	 of support.”—	Karen Wolbach, liver transplant recipient 
	 with her husband Richard Wolbach



2018 Highlights

In the summer of 2018, volunteers, guests, and staff celebrated the  

Family House’s 7th Birthday with a safari-themed event. 
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BRAKING NEWS…
The Family House’s new shuttle arrived 
in the fall of 2018. The new shuttle seats 11  
passengers and has a larger cargo area for  
supplies like oxygen tanks and wheelchairs.  
It also has a bus-style door and raised roof,  
making it easier for guests to get on and off.

Thank you to all the contributors who helped 
purchase the new shuttle and also to our generous 
shuttle program sponsor, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows – New Jersey for their sponsorship. 
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	 I’ve made great friends. We are all going through 
	 different journeys, but you can see a familiar face and 	
	 ask how their day was and feel like you can tell them  
	 how yours was—it’s a safe atmosphere.”—	Gayle Evans, caregiver

“WITHOUT THE SHUTTLE,
   IT WOULD’VE BEEN HARDER TO MEET 	
		    PEOPLE WHO SHARE A SIMILAR 
	  	 EXPERIENCE WITH ME.
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In the fall of 2018, our friends at Hercules Laundry in New York generously  

donated five brand new washer and dryer sets to the Family House!  

Guests can now do their laundry for free and don’t have to worry about 

the extra expense! 

LEFT: Wanda does not have to worry about finding a laundromat or getting her personal items there—she can do her laundry right here 
at the Family House, for free! RIGHT: Joe Kauffman, Family House Manager, and Bob Marquart, Director of Facilities, with Tom Jeppestol and 
Barry Heller from Hercules Laundry
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33,188
# OF MEALS SERVED IN 2018

All year long, volunteers donated, prepared, and served a warm, home-cooked meal 
each evening, along with baked goods during the week and brunch on the weekends 
through our Home Cook Heroes Program. Our guests are encouraged to eat these 
meals together in our dining room to decompress and share their experiences with 
other families on the transplant journey. 

The Home Cook Heroes Program also provides guests with access to a fully-stocked 
pantry and full-service kitchen so they may prepare their own meals or grab a snack 
on their way out of the door. 

Home Cook Heroes Program
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HOME COOK HEROES Groups

	 Business	 Donor/Recipient Families	 Hospital	 House of Worship	 Other	 School	 Service Organization
		

22% 10% 15% 7% 26% 6% 14%

Student volunteers from Sacred Heart Academy Bryn Mawr



2018 Home Cook HeroesALL-STARS
Four Ladies & FriendsButterflies, Inc. AmeriHealth Caritas Care Crew Comhar

Paramount Enterprises 
International

Home2 Suites by Hilton NCL Valley Forge New Vision Pioneers

Sonesta Hotel PhiladelphiaPath to the Plate Penn Medicine Chester County 
ER Nurses

Rutgers Gang 

The Bellevue HotelSt. Augustine Parish Team Spiers Temple Transplant Team

Gift of Life Family House proudly recognizes the 

Home Cook Heroes “All-Star” volunteer groups 

from 2018. All-Stars are committed volunteer 

groups which provide a meal to the Family 

House guests through the Home Cook Heroes 

Program at least 12 times in a calendar year.
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 “AFTER AN EXHAUSTING
			   AND VERY LONG DAY, 
  ON OUR RIDE BACK TO THE HOUSE,

	 all of a sudden I said to my husband, ‘Our dinner will 
	 be waiting for us.’ What a sigh of relief—I didn’t have 
	 to try to find someplace to eat when all I wanted to do 
	 was crash! Sure enough, there was a full buffet of food 
	 for the guests and we got to talk to other transplant
	 hopefuls while enjoying dinner.”—	Marilyn Esnes, with her husband Henry 
	 who received a lung transplant



Actual cost

$185

Guest cost

$40

The Adopt-A-Family Program subsidizes the cost of staying at the Family House to 
keep our room fee low.  The program also covers costs for families who cannot afford 
the nightly fee, ensuring no family is ever turned away due to an inability to pay. 

In 2018 alone, through generous contributions, the Family House supplemented 
$1,550,110 worth of programs and services to bridge the gap between the actual 
costs and modest guest revenue.

Adopt-A-Family Program
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	SUPPLEMENTED 2018

$1,550,110
	 TOTAL SUPPLEMENTED 
	2011-2018 

$7,888,722

Kirk and Carla Leathers, with their two children Brandon and Isabella, stayed at the Family House earlier this year while Brandon recovered from 
a life-saving kidney transplant
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	 “MY FAVORITE PART IS BEING ABLE 
TO MEET OTHER PATIENTS AND FAMILIES 
		  AND BUILD CONNECTIONS.

	 I don’t know what we would have done without the 
	 Family House. I guess probably stay at hotels and use  
	 credit cards which I would be paying off for the rest 
	 of my life. We are thankful we have this place. 
	 It’s not home, but it’s the next best possible thing.”—	Bob Howland, with his wife Carmen 
	 who received a lung transplant



The Caregiver Lifeline Program provides families with education and support as they  
navigate through the transplant process. In addition to a full-time social work team  
on-site and available for individual counseling, it also offers an online informational  
library and community outreach programs to help families locate financial assistance,  
gain emotional support, and develop a support system.

The Caregiver Lifeline Program is supported in part by the TD Charitable Foundation. 
We are thankful for their partnership and generosity.

Caregiver Lifeline Program

13

LOVECARE
HOPE

COMPASSION SERVICE

GRATITUDE

CELEBRATION

GENEROSITY

FAMILY HOUSE 
IS FILLED WITH

Talia Giordano, LSW, Family Services and Caregiver Lifeline Manager, with guests of the Family House

2018 
CAREGIVER LIFELINE PROGRAM 

Stats
Individual Counseling Hours ...............607
Support Groups (total #)...........................92
	Total Support Group Attendees............561
	Support (outside the Family House)

Psychoeducation Support Groups..............11
	and Trainings (total #)

	Total Attendees.....................................259
	New Online Support Group Members.......46
Online Support Group Posts................947
	and Comments 
(SW and Members)

	 “A lot of people don’t realize that being a caregiver 	
	 comes with a tremendous amount of stress. It can 
	 be so overwhelming, but the Family House took the 
	 worry out of my day so I could focus on caring for
	 my wife.”
—	Richard Wolbach



 “I DIDN’T KNOW ANYONE IN PHILADELPHIA, 
      BUT FROM THE MOMENT I WALKED INTO  
 THE FAMILY HOUSE, I RECEIVED  
     NOTHING BUT SMILES.

	 Everyone here is so helpful, friendly, and patient…
	 I can’t say enough. I don’t know what we would’ve 
	 done without this place.”—	Norma Tyler (center), double-lung 
	 recipient and her family
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FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE 
WITH DEEP GRATITUDE, we proudly recognize our Founders’ Circle Members 
who have given major gifts of $10,000 or more to support the Family House in 2018. 

Legacy Society 
for Planned Giving 
Gift of Life Family House is proud to 
spotlight Legacy Society members who 
have made planned gifts to support the 
Family House.

The Estate of V. Marie Bechtold
Lynn Morgenlander, MD and Fredric M. Cohen
Betsy and Robert Horen
Scott and Vickie Sayles

Anonymous
The Beneficial Foundation
Gervato Family Foundation
The Gitlin Foundation
The Gordon Charter Foundation
Grand Lodge Independent Order
	 of Odd Fellows of New Jersey
The Gurmankin Family
Betsy and Robert Horen
Sam and Jean Jones
Mason’s Mission
Ellen Muzi
Howard and Liz Nathan
PopPop’s Miracle Team
The Raymond Family
Scott and Vickie Sayles
TD Charitable Foundation

Bold = 	Renewed Gift of $10,000 or more

Italic =	 New Member

Bold Italic = Upgraded
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The Hess and Palmer families in the Family House Legacy Garden celebrating the life of Mason Hess
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FAMILY CIRCLE 
HONOR IN PLATINUM
Larry and Diane Beard
The Beneficial Foundation
Dirk Dinkeloo and Erin Jacob
The Gervato Family  
	 Foundation
The Gordon Charter Foundation
Betsy Horen
Jean and Sam Jones
Lehigh Valley Plastics, Inc.
Howard and Liz Nathan
Lori and John Peruto, Esqs.
Analise and Americo Santos
Dr. Marshall and 
	 Michele Schwartz

HOPE IN GOLD
Anonymous 
Canon Solutions America, Inc.
Karen Cohen and Family
Scott and Vickie Sayles
Bruce and Cynthia Stavitsky
The Wawa Foundation

CARE IN SILVER
Anonymous 
Jeffrey and Ruth Abrams
Kelly and Andy Albright
The Arthur Jackson Company
The Ashland Foundation

Bancker Construction Corp 
Kenneth Barkauskas
Richard and Betty Beltz
Debjani and Satya Bhoumik
John and Patricia Browne
Jennifer Byrne
Camp Hill United Methodist 
	 Church
Capital Impact Partners
Jim and Karen Carns
DaVita Point Breeze
DaVita South Broad Street Dialysis
Cheryl Eshenour
Fiorelli Urology Associates PC
Stacey Fitch
Dr. Beverly Foster and 
	 Mr. Jim Foster
Founding Hearts Foundation
Dr. Gerard and  
	 Elizabeth Fulda
Carol and John Giungo
Annetta Good
Ellen and Bernie Gottlieb
Grand Lodge Independent Order 
	 of Odd Fellows of New Jersey
Thomas Gross
Hackenburg Mount Moriah 
	 Lodge #19
Richard Hasz

Dr. and 
	 Mrs. Richard D. Hasz, Sr.
Jennifer Holiday
Horton Family Foundation
Teresa Iaconelli
Krysta Hankee Memorial 
	 Scholarship Fund
George and Jamie Locher
The Marjorie M. and Irwin Nat 
Pincus Fund
Margaret McGoldrick
Melissa Meyers
John and Jeannie Moretto
Robin and Steve Napiecek
National Disease Research 
	 Interchange 
Alan Oberman
Robert and Tracie Opitz
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School 
Kevin C. Parham
Jon and Kati Penney
The Perate Family
Phillies Charities, Inc.
David Pierson
The Raymond Family
Mary Ellen Reilly-Tucker
Andrea and Sean Reynolds
Richards Energy Group, Inc.
Harry Roth, Esq. and 
	 Lisa Heller, MD

We proudly recognize the year’s generous partners who helped  
us to sustain Family House operations and programs in 2018.  
The Family Circle is an annual giving program made up of  
philanthropic contributors who give $250 or more in a calendar  
year to support the Family House Annual Fund.
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Sam’s Spirit Foundation
John and Brenda Scanelli
Scarborough Boatworks
Debra and Carl Scotti Fritz
Ross and Mary Smith
Jay and Pat Souder
J. Kate Stickles and 
	 Brad Baldus
Odainy and Mark Tansey
Target Corporation
Temple University School 
	 of Pharmacy
Transplant Alliance Foundation, Inc.
Peter Thomas
Amy and Tim Tyson
Huseyin and Dianna Unver
Barbara W. and 
	 Barry W. VanRensler, Esq.
Liz and Scott Vernick
John and T. Robin Visconi
Walmart Store #2141
Robert G. Walsh, Sr.
Jan L. Weinstock, Esq.
Woodbury Sam’s Club #6670
Richard and Judy Yost

GRACE IN BRONZE
Anonymous
John and Denise Abrams
Paul Albert
The Alfano Family
John Barry
Margaret Belfield
Suzane Biesecker
Richard and Marian Bomba
Jeffrey and Mary Bracciale
Dr. and Mr. Tania and 
	 Michael Burns
Sandra and Francis Cannon
William and Winifred Carr
Martha Chase and 
	 Brian Reisinger
Melvin and Lynne Cherry
Alan Cohen and Karen Kaplowitz
CFCU Community Credit Union
Chubb & Son, a division 
	 of Federal Insurance Co.
The Comcast Foundation
Steven and Rhonda Cook
Jonathan Cottrell
Kathleen and Robert Cutman

Theresa Daly
Dr. and Mrs. John Daly
Patrick Davenport
Harold and Christine Delhagen
Mary Ann Dunlap
Enterprise Business Solutions Group  
	 at Freedom Mortgage
Exelon Corporation
Denise and Ken Fegley
Filipino Executive Council of 
	 Greater Philadelphia, Inc.
Elizabeth and 
	 Thomas Finocchio
Donald and Karen Fischer
Ina Fisher-Gross
Joseph and Beverly Forline
Gregg and Darlene Frederick
Ed and Marta Galarza
Catherine Giblin
Harvey and Rosalie Goldberg
The Goldberg Family
Harold Goodman
Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart

continued...

L-R: Leah Zenker, Diane Milbourne, Patty Nelson, David Nelson



Nick and Ruth Grigoriades
David and Karen Hess
Carol and Tom Hetzel
Mark and Karen Hite
Dennis and Marcia Hoffa
Frances and William Holzapfel
Dr. Ian Hood M.D.
Luke Howley and Brianna Brophy
Joan Ippoliti
Dennis Jones
Walter Kaminski
Pravin Kapadia
Michael and Lora Kawas
Edward and Heather Kellogg
David and Elizabeth Kennedy
Knights of Columbus Father 
	 McCafferty Council #11013
Richard Korczynski and 
	 Mary Anne Kidon
Pepper and Mike Krach
Laurie Giaimo Memorial Fund
Drs. Kimberly and 
	 Alexander Lin
Lloyd C Wilson Jr Post 224
Dr. Warren Maley
Alice and Edward Margolis
Charlene and Tony Mastropietro
James and Mary Maugeri
Mickey and Judy McCabe
McFinsky Associates
Christine and Thomas McGarry
Carol and James McKelvey
Mr. and Mrs. Neil R. McLaughlin
Merck Foundation
Dr. Michael Meshkov and 
	 Dr. Janine Reed
Scott Michael
John and Eleanor Michele
Richard G. Moore
Evan, Debra and Jeff Morgan
Joann and Joseph Mozelewski
Linda Muller
John Noto
Paul Oravez and 
	 Therese McNelly
NLHE, LLC
Gwen and Francis O’Shaughnessy
Frank and Anne Palopoli
Jenn and Aaron Pearl

Christina Pennypacker
Philadelphia Chapter of 
	 UNICO National
Terri Lathan and Darryl Price
Francis and Debra Pross
Christine Radolovic
Annika Raroha
Barry and Meredith Rizzo
Robin and Fred Robbins and 
	 Ben and Caroline Batoff
Michael and Rosemary Rose
Clint Ross and Serena Gibney
Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart
Elizabeth and Bruce Rubin
Maureen Rumsey
Janice Schwartz-Donahue
David Siebenheller
Jack and Eileen Simonik
Southeast Ambassadors
The Stanislawczyk Family
Scott and Denise Stein
Stroud Regional Police Department
Jeffrey Sussman
Enterprise Business Solutions Group 
	 at Freedom Mortgage
Maureen Vickers
Anthony and Barbara Viscardi
Voorhees Rotary Dinner Club
Dr. Barbara A. Wadsworth and 
	 Mr. Henry J. Wadsworth
Jonathan and Vicki Warner
Beth Weiner
Phyllis Weinstock
Tammy and Clifford Wendricks
Thomas and Sheila Williams
Nancy Willliams-Smith
Douglas Woosnam
Kathy Yandle and Rick Miller

COMFORT IN COPPER
Anonymous
AACR Meetings & Exhibits
Aimee Zaremba and Michael Lyons 
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Pamela Abitabilo
Bonnie Adler
Alex Agres
June and Kevin Alderfer
Michael and Judy Aldi

Martha and Bill Anderson
Spiro and Priscilla Apostolou
Carolyn Arriviello
Schonay Barnett-Jones
Linda Barrett
Dr. and Mrs. Horace Barsh
Fred and Maria Berry
Ronald and Carol Bilek
Eugene and Patricia Blum
Dr. Emily Blumberg and 
	 Mr. John Mezochow
Dorothea Bofenkamp
Christopher Bradley
Helene Breen
Marian Buccafurni
Scott and Cameron Burke
The Burke Family
Victoria Burns
Michele Busacca
Donna Campbell
Melvin and Rosaline Cappel
Alex and Faith Carlin
Nancy Castrenze
Stephen Catanzaro
David Caya
Louis Celiberti
Yip Chan
Laurene and Michael Cianfrani
Thomas and Suzanne Civitella
Dorothy Clapham
Allen and Elizabeth Coller
Mary Colligan
Dr. Beth Colombe
Christopher J. Combs and 
	 Colleen Seeber-Combs
Barbara Converse
Winifred Cooper
The Copithorne Family
Country Day School 
	 of the Sacred Heart
Lisa Coscia
Creating Impact LLC
Chris and Sharon Crooker
CustomInk LLC
Adinarayana Dasika
Elizabeth Dellers
Stephen and Priscilla Demosky
Dolores DeVos
Dr. Antonio di Carlo

Drs. Joshua and Tracy Diamond
Terry Dillon and 
	 Sue McVey Dillon
Roseann and Anthony DiMaggio
Nancy Doble
Gail Donner
The Dorfman Family
Allen and Carol Drucker
Leonard and Marlene Dubin
Edward and Wendy Eaton
John Edling
Omar Estevez
Javier Estevez
Chris and Lynn Fallon
Stuart and Sandra Fine
Ellen Foley
Todd Franzen
Jamie and Gerard Froggatt
John and Cornelia Fruncillo
Rogel and Sonia Garcia
Katie Geary
Joyce and Mortimer Gilbert
Vicki Goettel
Harvey Goldglantz
Robert and Patti Goodman
Elvin and Sue Green
Yuriy and Mina Gregorev
Deanna and Carl Gunlefinger
The Gurmankin Family
Dan and Ryann Hall
Michael Harmon
Carol Herbst
Steve and Judy Herman
Geoff Hillary
Joseph and Megan Holden
Megan Hower
Robert and Beverly Hoyer
Defense Logistics Agency 
	 Troop Support Center
Michael Jacobi
Ed Jacobs
Gary and Coleen Jividen
Dwendy Johnson and Family
Matthew and Rachel Johnson
Richard Johnson
David and Constance Jones
Keith Jones
Carolyn Jordan
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Jim and Karen Carns



2018 HEART MEMBERS 
Recognizing monthly contributors who 
donate $21 or more per month

Anonymous 
Larry and Diane Beard
Barbara and Robert Bowie
Ms. Donna M. Caracappa
Sara A. Cohen
Ellen Daly
Krista Deguffroy
Richard and Michele Gavigan
Vicki Goettel
Jean and Sam Jones
Kathryn Kiesel
Carol and Dean Krautter
Lauren’s Foundation
Dr. James Lee
Christine and Thomas McGarry
Michael McVey

Lara and Anthony Moretti
Evan, Debra and Jeff Morgan
Joann and Joseph Mozelewski
Scott Neubauer
Adam and Christina Pennypacker
Randy and Richard Presant
Mark and Noelle Richardson
Marie Strouse
Amita Verma
John and T. Robin Visconi
Jan L. Weinstock, Esq.
Kevin and Mary Wiedel
Stephanie Williams
Douglas Woosnam
Leah Zenker

Welcome Home Club members help 
sustain our mission to care for families 
navigating the transplant journey. Their  
monthly gift not only help families now,  
but helps families months from now. 
Members help fund this week’s support  
group, give our guests access to our 
kitchen next month, and contribute to  
a family’s stay around the holidays.  
A monthly gift shows a commitment to 
being by their sides.

Kampi Components Co., Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Laurence Karper
Sandy Kelly
Kathryn Kiesel
Keith Klasic
Susan and Howard Klein
John Kless
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Kovach
Frank P. Kowalski
Amy and Farn Kung
Robert and Susan Kunzelman
Soju Kurup
Robin Kushner
Franklin Lambert
Tesha Lanier
Lauren’s Foundation
David G. Le and 
	 Kim Nhung T. Dang
Joan and Roger Lee
Pam and Giff Lehman
Michael Leppo
Jay Lieberman
Lisa Litchkowski
Albert Longstreth
Jack Lynch
Mary MacDonald
Candace Mackersie
Macquarie Group Foundation
Lisa Maguire
Patricia and Arthur Mahlon
Debra Malinics
Marion Luckers Kidney Foundation
Ulla Martz
Vivian Matsinger
Mary McAllister
Daniel and JoAnn McCann
Linda McConnell
John McCumber
Leslie McFall
Connie and Jack McGinty
Ken and Kara McNulty
Michael McVey
Mindy Meyers
Timothy and Laurie Miller
Edward Mitchell
Dr. Jonathan Morris
Douglas Moyer
Mary and Richard Muller
Joseph Murray

Edward Nelson
Pamela Nessen
Dan and Lou Ann Norton
Charles Noto
Scott Z. Noye and Family
Becky Nuttall
Denise Ogden, Dotsy Traub and 	  
	 Lynda Jennings
Lynda O’Neill
Marie and Donald Orlovsky
Jeffrey Orlowski
Maryellen and Walt Paget
Peter and Nancy Parsons
Cindi and Vincent Pasceri
Patricia and Terence Pavlick
Ruth Peachey
Lori Perch
Robert Pfender
Susan Pincus
The Pla Family
Frank and Joyce Podietz
Karen F. Poe and Fred H. Hait
M. Esther Popjoy
Eugene Presto
Lauren Price
Brian Price
William and Donna Pyper
James and Margaret Quill
Harry Radle and Mary Miller
Dr. Elizabeth Rand
Mansur Rasul
Valerie Reczek
Carol Rodden
John Rodriguez
Theresa Rooney
Steven Rudich
Stephen and Mary Ruszkowski
Brian and Angie Schleider
Thomas and
	  Kathleen Schocklin
Herbert and Rose Schweitzer
Robert Scott
David Shenberger
Richard and Leslie Sherman
Eric and Donna Silverstein
Laura Siminoff
Lee Smitham
Stephen Smolinski
G. Stephen Snyder

William Soloway
Randy and Jennifer Soriano
Robert and Ida Sosna
St. Alphonsus Church
St. John’s Evangelical 
	 Lutheran Church
Sharon and Kenneth Spinrad
Thomas and Deborah Stalsitz
Susan and Edward Stevens
Brody Stevens
Dennis and Julie Stewart
Diane and Frank Stewart
Diane Stewart
Kimberly Stowman
Sunbury Motor Co.
William Sweeney
Darlene Sweitzer
Donna and Brian Swilley
G. Stephen Snyder 
Charlene Tan
Linda and James Thompson
William and Theresa Thorp
Wendy and James Tomasello
Stephen and Kate Tornone

LEGACY GARDEN PAVERS
Ameena Allie
Andrea Giarla
Bernard Janczuk
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, 
Arnold, and Mangan, LLC.
Community Tissue Services
Cynthia DeMarco
Dominick J. Vangeli
Holly Jones
Howard Klein
Jason Wright
Jetty A. Castro

Judi Clemons
Katharine Polson
Kellie Bryant
Marie Mascena
Mary Campbell
Nancy Campbell
Network for Good
Nicole Seefeldt
Raymond Santulli
Reva Feinstein
Thomas Williams
Vivian Taylor
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Tree & Land Masters LLC
Malika Turner
The United States Junior Chamber
Mr. Michael Vagner and 
	 Dr. Evelyn Balogun
Verizon Foundation
Belarmino and Anna Viegas
Janice Waitkus
Stanley and Claudia Waldruff
Maria Louise and John Weibel
Karen and Mark Weidner
Sam Weinstock
Wesley Enchanced Living
Kevin and Mary Wiedel
Charles Wiedmann
Krystine and 
	 Marion Wiktorowicz
Chuck, Debbie and Kyle Witty
Robyn, Mark and Matt Wolf
Michael Wolfgang
Theresa Zangare
Aimee Zaremba and Michael Lyons

Bold = Renewed Membership
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“DURING MY SON’S TRANSPLANT,  
	    WE HAD TO BE IN A PLACE WHERE WE COULD
	 FEEL COMFORTABLE,	 and the hospital wasn’t that place. You need 

	 to be home. That’s what we did; we came home. 
	 We came here, [to the Family House.]”—	Cesar Sanchez, with his wife Carmen and son Gabe 
	 who received a double-lung transplant at only 8 months old
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Annual Golf Tournament in memory of Paul W. Penkala 		
	 hosted by the Penkala Family
Ally’s Breakfast and Blood Drive hosted by Angels for Ally
10th Annual Bensalem Township Charity Challenge
14th Annual Jackson’s Mulligan on Life Golf Outing 		
	 hosted by Hennion & Walsh and the Heller Family
14th Annual Kidney Open Golf Outing hosted by 
	 Howard Nathan and Dan Sinnott
Bee A Blessing, Inc. Friends for Life Dinner 
	 and Basket Raffle
Denim Day hosted by The Graham Company
Dress Down Day coordinated by Christopher Columbus 		
	 Charter School
Dress Down Day coordinated by Gift of Life 
	 Donor Program
Doug Wright Memorial Golf Outing
Dunk Tank hosted by MTF Biologics

Fundraising Events
Family House Fundraiser hosted by the Brightwood 
	 Career Institute
Family House Fundraiser hosted by Weidner’s Deli
Fundraiser coordinated by Canadensis Camp, LP
Glenhardie Swim Team Fundraiser
Magical Monday in honor of Gavin Leong
No Shower Happy Hour hosted by the David Nelson Jr. 	
	 Memorial Fund
Pennsylvania Hospital Operating Room Nurses
Skylark Fine Diner and DONATE LIFE Organizations 
	 Fundraising and Donor Awareness Event
St. Luke’s University Health Network - Bethlehem 
	 and Monroe
Smyrna Softball “Play for Donnie” Game Fundraiser
Sundance Vacation Event Marketing Fundraiser
Team Matt collection benefiting Gift of Life Family House
Weis Store #240 Store Raffle coordinated by Kathy Miller

WISH LIST 
DRIVES

65
FUNDRAISING 
EVENTS

24
ONLINE 
FUNDRAISERS
(excluding Birthday)

52
ONLINE BIRTHDAY 
FUNDRAISERS

143
Last year Nickolas donated household goodies for our pantry in honor 
of his Pop-Pop Eddie’s birthday and Lung-a-versary. His Pop-Pop received 
a lung transplant in 2012



FAMILY STAYS 
by Specific Organ Treatment 
(by episode)
Heart.............................143
Lung..............................780
Heart-Lung...................... 16
Kidney...........................164
Liver..............................221
Pancreas.......................... 10
Liver-Kidney.................... 10

FAMILY STAYS
by Reason (by episode)
Pre-Transplant...............337
Surgery/Recipient..........139
Surgery/Donor...................3
Post-Transplant..............492
Hospitalization...............368
Living Donor Eval...............6

# of times families 
turned away 

627
Total nights/
100% occupancy

156
Total lodging nights 	

10,025
Average family 
stay/nights 

7.3
Unique families 
served 

588

2018 IMPACT REPORT

	 1	 Alabama
	 1	 Alaska
	 1 	 Arkansas
	 2	 California
	 4 	 Connecticut
	 34 	 Delaware
	 2 	 District of Columbia
	 3 	 Florida
	 1 	 Georgia
	 2 	 Illinois
	 2 	 Kentucky
	 28 	 Maryland
	 2 	 Massachusetts
	 1 	 Michigan
	127 	 New Jersey

Transportation

	 91 	 New York
	 6	 North Carolina
	 1 	 North Dakota
	 1 	 Ohio	
	240 	 Pennsylvania
	 1 	 Puerto Rico
	 1 	 Rhode Island
	 6 	 South Carolina
	 2 	 Tennessee
	 1 	 Vermont	
	 18 	 Virginia
	 1 	 Washington
	 7 	 West Virginia
	 1 	 Wisconsin

Occupancy
Review

Volunteer Program 		  Volunteer Hours 
	 Guest Services	 3,001
	 Home Cook Heroes	 11,301	

	 Activities 	 483	

	15,256 	 3,719 	 1,144
	 Miles 	 Guests 	 Trips

Because of the financial support of our community and the dedication  

of our staff and volunteers, thousands of guests were provided with the 

comfort and care they need at Gift of Life Family House. We are proud  

to share with you the Family House operational statistics that showcase  

the impact you made in 2018.

Guest Activities Program
# of Activities
Caregiver Lifeline	

60
Dogs

26
Food

6
Games

17
Haircuts

9
Movies

16

Music/
Performances

4

	588	unique families 

 from 29 states

Crafts

19
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	For more information or to make a gift online, visit 
GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org
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The official registration and financial information of Transplant House d/b/a Gift of Life Family House may be obtained from PA Dept. of State by calling 
toll free 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

	 Make a gift to the Adopt-A-Family Program Help us keep our  
	 room fee low and our promise to never turn a family away due to an inability to pay it. A $40 
contribution helps support one night of lodging and access to our supportive services for a family. 

	 Join the Welcome Home Club When you make a monthly gift, you’ll not  
	 only help families now, but you’ll help families months from now. A monthly gift shows 
you’re committed to being by their sides.

	 Be a Home Cook Hero Help prepare and serve a warm, home-cooked meal to  
	 our guests as they unwind from what could have been a stressful day. Groups of 10 people 
can prepare a meal in our kitchen or off-site and stay to enjoy it with our transplant families.

	 Host a Wish List Drive Keeping the Family House stocked with basic home  
	 necessities such as food, toiletries, and pantry items requires many donated items. 
Get together with your family, friends, company, or religious group to collect items off our Wish List 
and drop them off for our transplant families to use during their stay!

	 Join the Legacy Society for Planned Giving By making a gift through  
	 your estate, you can ensure the future success of the Family House and have the satisfaction  
of knowing that your values will live on through the loving care we provide.

	 Corporate Partnerships Through volunteerism, sponsorships, grants, and  
	 program support, corporations partner with Gift of Life Family House to support transplant 
patients and their families. In return, corporations receive unique recognition and brand visibility 
through our various communication tools and social media platforms. Opportunities for employee  
team building events to engage and reconnect with clients are also available. If your business or  
corporation is interested in supporting programs or other initiatives at the Family House, we would 
be happy to build an impactful partnership.

WAYSTO 
SUPPORT  
	THE FAMILY HOUSE

Make this your “Best Birthday Yet” by making a 

pledge to raise money for transplant families at the 

Family House! Host an online fundraiser and ask  

your family and friends to make a donation in  

lieu of gifts. You’ll help give the gift of home to 

transplant families seeking life-saving care far from 

their own. For more information or to start your 

online fundraiser, visit GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org. 

NEW 
THIS YEAR!

Pledge Your Birthday
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