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Three year old Brandon Leathers 

and his family stayed at the 

Family House earlier this year 

while he recovered from  

a life-saving kidney transplant

Over the last seven years, the Family House kitchen has truly  

become a place of love and support. Thousands of Home Cook 

Hero volunteers have worked hard to give our guests one less thing 

to worry about and have welcomed them “home” to over 200,000 

warm, home-cooked meals, and hundreds of transplant families 

have formed friendships and supported each other through the 

difficult transplant journey.

To help keep our kitchen running smoothly and  

accessible to transplant families, WE NEED TO RAISE 

$40,000 FOR NECESSARY EQUIPMENT UPGRADES AND 

TO PROVIDE MORE MEALS.

Our Home Cook Heroes program provides our guests with a warm 

meal each night and access to our full-service kitchen, beverage  

station, and pantry. Whether families are just returning home  

from a long day at the hospital or looking for a snack or cup of 

coffee, they can grab what they need without worrying how to  

get there or how they’ll afford it.

TIME AND OUR INCREASED OCCUPANCY is causing  

WEAR AND TEAR on our appliances and equipment.

Over the past few months, the Family House’s occupancy levels  

have increased and we are pleased to be able to support so many  

families! However, more patients and families does mean more 

wear and tear on our appliances and equipment, more food and 

kitchen supplies, and higher utility and operational expenses.

MEALS
MATTER

together

GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org

CAMPAIGN
Help support kitchen updates 

and provide more meals to transplant families 



HOME 
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MEALS TOGETHER, continued from Family House page 1

Our kitchen also hasn’t been serviced since opening our doors 

in 2011, and it’s in need of some repairs and updates. If you’re 

a past guest or a Home Cook Hero, you may know that some of  

our appliances—specifically, our ovens—aren’t working properly 

and need to be replaced. Our guests would also benefit from more  

accessible and practical storage updates to our cabinets. 

Although the Family House has a supportive community that often 

donates items to our pantry, we must also restock food and kitchen  

supplies as needed for our guests. On nights where there are no 

Home Cook Hero volunteers, our staff must step in and prepare the 

evening meal as well.

FOOD CAN BE A HUGE WORRY for transplant families.

While food can be a nourishing comfort, it can be a huge worry, 

especially for transplant families far away from home. The question 

“What’s for dinner?” can be a difficult one for them. Many are tired 

after a long, stressful day and have little energy left to take care of 

themselves. Some don’t even have access to a kitchen, and eating 

out every day can get very expensive.

At the Family House, we take care of dinner for them.

When they come back “home” to the Family House from the hospital  

each evening, the Leathers family enjoys a warm, home-cooked 

meal prepared by volunteers in our kitchen. Kirk, his wife, Carla, 

and their children stayed at the Family House together earlier this 

year with their three year old son, Brandon, who received a kidney 

transplant in December 2018.

They also cook all of their other meals in our kitchen using  

ingredients donated by Home Cook Heroes and other members of  

our community. 

“Eating out all the time would be a financial strain for us,” 

Kirk explains. “But there’s always food in the pantry here 

for us to make. The other day, I made pancakes and bacon for my 

kids and other guests sitting in the dining room. We’ve also made 

mac and cheese for lunch, and spaghetti and meatballs.”

FAMILY HOUSE GUESTS TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES 

in our kitchen.

Stella has been away from her home in Brooklyn and staying at the 

Family House for a few months while her husband, Albert, received 

treatment and later, a double-lung transplant. Use of our full-service 

kitchen is important to her because she keeps kosher. While she  

is able to eat some of the foods our Home Cook Hero volunteers 

prepare, she often prepares her own kosher meals. 

“I don’t have the time to go the supermarket,” Stella says. “I have to 

be at the hospital with my husband.”

Thankfully, Stella can use some items in our pantry like green beans, 

carrots, rice, potatoes, and eggs.

At the Family House, transplant families sit down

for MORE THAN JUST A MEAL.

During dinner, our guests make lasting friendships and memories 

with people who understand what they’re going through. It’s a time 

for our families to take care of each other.

Families who gather in our dining room have the opportunity to 

connect and share stories with other families who know what 

they’re going through. The friendships they make are important 

sources of support.

“Sometimes we push the tables together in the dining room,” 

Stella says. “We all sit together and I’ve made a lot of friends. 

Food makes people comfortable and we talk about our 

days. It’s the best part about the House.”

“Sitting down as a family to eat dinner doesn’t happen too often 

anymore at home,” Kirk says. “But here, we put our electronics 

away and everyone comes together. We ask each other 

how we’re doing. We check in.”

Stella prepares many of her own meals in the Family House kitchen
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3NE Thomas Jefferson
 University Hospital
5 Years and Counting
Accolade, Inc.
Alpha Phi Omega: AGI
Alpha Phi Omega: Nu Theta
AmeriHealth Caritas 
 Care Crew
Azura Vascular Care
Bee A Blessing, Inc.
Beneficial Bank
Benjamin Foods
Blazers Bantam 
 AA Youth Ice Hockey
Bodine National Honor 
 Society 
Boy Scout Troop 176
Bright Hope Baptist Church
Brightwood Career Institute
Brusich/McGinty Family
Bryson Family
Butterflies I.N.C
BZBI
Captivated by Collin’s Smile
Celebrating Gavin Leong
Chase Market 
 Research Team
CHOP 5 South

CHOP IDDL
Christ Our Light 
 Catholic Church
City Sisters
Cole Family
Comhar
CPBSP
Crozer Health Systems 
 ED RN Residents
D2 Groups
Donna’s Darlings
EAPA
Enon Tabernacle 
 Baptist Church
Episcopal Academy
First Judicial District
Five Below
Four Ladies and Friends
Friends’ Central School
Friends Select School
Further Her in Action
Gamma Sigma Sigma -
 Drexel
Girl Scout Troop 71519
GOL Hospital Services
Good Shepherd Penn 
 Partners
Grateful Gals

The Family House is thankful for and proud to recognize volunteer groups who supported 

the Home Cook Heroes program from September-December 2018:

GSK
Gwen O’Shaughnessy
Hahnemann STICU Nurses
Harcum Dental
Hearts of Gold
Home2Suites by Hilton
In Alyssa’s Memory
Independence Blue Cross - 
 Blue Crew
Jays Crew
Jefferson 9C/9NC/9NE
Jefferson Emergency 
 Department
Jefferson Frankford 4 West
Jefferson Health NJ 
 Surgical Services 
Jefferson Insurance Ave 
 and Friends
Jefferson Northeast 
 Frankford Campus ED
Jefferson Perioperative 
 Nursing
Jim, John, the Guy
Joe & Mary Beth Meehan
La Famiglia Dei Fratelli
LaForte-Bellamy Family
Lankenau Respiratory 
 Therapy
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Laura and Friends
Leri Family
Lower Merion Buildon
Maggie Tomassetti
Mary Grey Women’s 
 Ministry
McMahon Family
Methodist B5 Crew
MJ
MJP
Morgan Stanley
National Charity League,
 Valley Forge Chapter
NDRI
New Vision Pioneers
NewChurch LIVE
Nurses (Deborah)
Organ Recovery Systems
PA Masons - Lodge #751
PA Masons - Lodge 52
Panthers in the Pantry

Paramount Enterprises 
 International
Path to the Plate
Pat’s Wings
Pattinson Family
Penney Girls Foundation
PennMedicine Chester  
 County ER Nurses
Philadelphia Insurance
Pi Beta Phi Alumni
Rowan-Student University 
 Programmers
Royal Disturbance 
 Mother Social
Rutgers Gang
Ryan’s Shamrocks 
Sacred Heart Academy 
 Bryn Mawr
Satyra O. & Friends
Selesa Green
Sheraton Society Hill

SightLife
Smith Family
Sonesta Hotel 
 Philadelphia
St. Augustine Parish
Stephanie & Friends
Team Blevin 
Team E-Hoot
Team Sayless
Team Shea
Team Spiers
Temple of Celiverance 
 Teen Ministry 
Temple Patient and Family
  Advisory Council
Temple Transplant Team 
Temple University -
  Eta Sigma Delta 
Temple University - 
 Gamma Iota Sigma
The Bellevue Hotel

Home Cook Heroes team photos are available to view on the Family House’s Facebook page at  
Facebook.com/GiftofLifeFamilyHouse. While you’re there, don’t forget to like our Facebook page, tag  
yourself and your teammates, and share your photo – in doing so, you’re helping spread awareness  
about the Family House mission!

The Episcopal Academy
The Mayo Association 
 of Philadelphia
The Randon Family
TJUH - 7 West
Transplant Pregnancy 
 Registry
TSICU - Penn Presbyterian 
 Medical Center
University City Kiwianis
UPHS CCH Revenue w
 Integrity Team
Venerable Financial 
Washington Lodge No. 59

BOLD = Home Cook Hero All Star 
All-Stars are committed volunteer 

groups who provide a meal to 

Family House guests through the 

Home Cook Heroes program at 

least 12 times in a calendar year.

Enon Tabernacle Baptist ChurchPA Masons Lodge #751 NCL Valley Forge ChapterPenney Girls Foundation St. Augustine Parish

Kirk Leathers was able to care for himself and his family while at the House by cooking 

for them in our kitchen

 you CAN HELP SUPPORT
  THE MEALS TOGETHER MATTER  
  CAMPAIGN AND BRING THESE SPECIAL MOMENTS 

TO OUR TRANSPLANT FAMILIES THROUGH YOUR GIFT THIS SPRING

Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution today to support our Home Cook Heroes program. 
For your convenience, use the enclosed envelope or make a gift online at GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org.

Here’s how you can help us improve our kitchen and provide more meals 
to transplant families:

Make a financial gift by using the attached  

envelope or visit GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org 

to make a secure online contribution.

Create an online fundraiser on Facebook or 

on GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org and ask your 

friends and family to support our campaign.

Having access to food here at the Family House lifts a huge burden off of 
our guests’ shoulders. Not everyone can afford to eat out all the time—
and that’s also not a healthy option, either. Our evening meals, pantry, 
and full-service kitchen offer our guests peace of mind, and they don’t 
have to wonder when or where their next meal is going to be.

The transplant journey can be so difficult. We want preparing food to 
be one of the last thoughts our guests have to worry about. Supporting  
this campaign to purchase new, working ovens, create more accessible 
storage, and sustain the Home Cook Heroes program will make meal 
times so much easier for our guests and volunteers.
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FACES of the Family House

To receive her life-saving liver transplant, Karen Wolbach was air-

lifted from her home in Burlington, Vermont to a treatment center 

here in Philadelphia. Her husband and caregiver, Richard, had just 

four hours to alert friends and family, pack a bag, find a place to 

stay, and make arrangements for someone to look after their home 

before the air ambulance arrived.

“There was no time for decisions,” Richard said. “We just got on the 

plane with the nurse, medical assistant, and the pilots."

Karen had been getting sicker and sicker. She was growing extremely  

fatigued, nauseous, lost her appetite, and was beginning to jaundice. 

She no longer had the energy to take walks outside with her family,  

meet up with her friends for lunch, watch her son perform as a  

clarinetist, and had to resign from her job as a radiologic technologist  

because she was too weak to work.

Her need for a transplant had not just turned her life upside down, 

but had suddenly relocated her and her husband over 350 miles 

away to a city neither had ever been to before.

While Karen was in the hospital, Richard needed to find a place to 

stay. He initially booked a week-long hotel stay, but with expensive  

city hotel prices, he knew he could not afford those accommodations  

for long. Thankfully, someone on Karen’s transplant team told him 

about the Family House. He gave us a call and there was a room 

available for him.

“A lot of people don’t realize that being a caregiver comes with a 

tremendous amount of stress,” he says. “It can be so overwhelming, 

but the Family House took the worry out of my day so I could focus 

on caring for my wife.”

At the Family House, Richard had access to all of the supportive 

services we offer for just $40 per night. He had a safe place to sleep, 

a warm, home-cooked meal each evening, free transportation to  

and from the hospital, and an entire community of people who  

understood what he was going through to talk to. Karen received  

her second chance at life thanks to an incredibly selfless donor  

shortly after she and Richard were airlifted to Philadelphia. She was 

able to join Richard at the Family House for two weeks before they 

were given the OK to go back home.

While Karen was here, she too was able to rest. Each night, dinner 

was waiting for her as she came down to the kitchen. She hopped 

on the shuttle’s morning run when she had to see her doctors at the 

hospital. She was also able to talk with our social worker and other 

transplant families about what she was feeling.

“I wasn’t just healing physically, but I was healing emotionally,” 

she explains. “It was very therapeutic to sit down and share stories.  

It reminded me that I am not alone. If we had to stay in a hotel, we 

would never have gotten this kind of support.”

 “The Family House has helped me heal, too,” Richard says. “We 

felt a little apprehensive coming back to Philadelphia for Karen’s 

follow-up appointments after all that’s happened, but once we 

came back to the Family House, it was like we were home again.”

Now that Karen’s health has improved, she wants to get back to 

work, volunteer in her community, and spend time with her family.

Karen and Richard were away from their home for four months 

while Karen received her life-saving transplant and recovered here at 

the Family House. At the beginning of their journey to Philadelphia,  

they had no idea how long they’d be away from home or how they’d 

afford to stay together and support each other during this difficult, 

scary time.

Without the Family House, Richard and Karen may have had to find 

an apartment, take cabs or public transportation to and from the 

hospital each day, find meals and a place to wash their clothes, and 

may not have met any other families on the transplant journey who 

could offer them friendship and support. Richard may not have 

even been able to stay by Karen’s side while she was in the hospital.

At the Family House, they both received the support they needed.

THE FLIGHT
FOR MY LIFE
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Richard, Karen, and Ryan Wolbach had their lives turned upside down when Karen was 

told she needed a life-saving liver transplant

Anthony Vetrano

When Anthony Vetrano learned his father, Joe, would need a  

life-saving organ transplant, he and his mother, Teresa, became his 

caregivers. They both stayed at the Family House for 11 days while 

Joe received his transplant in Philadelphia in September 2018.

“The Family House allowed me and my mom to be close to the 

hospital and spend more time there with my father as he recovered 

from his transplant,” Anthony says. “We’d have to drive 100 miles 

back and forth from our homes in New Jersey if we didn’t have 

another place to stay.”

The Family House supported Anthony and Teresa as caregivers 

while they supported Joe during his treatment and recovery. “As a 

caregiver, you focus on the patient and less on yourself,” Anthony 

says. “At the Family House, there’s someone to focus on you.”

Something that really supported Anthony was our Home Cook  

Heroes program, which offers a warm, home-cooked meal to guests  

each night as they wind down from what can be long, stressful  

days. “A meal was really nice to come back to,” Anthony says. “It was 

also nice to eat and talk with other families who understand what 

you’re going through.”

While Anthony was staying in Philadelphia, he had the idea to host  

a Facebook fundraiser to support the Family House. “My Facebook  
friends know about my father’s transplant and I thought 
I could use my experience to help other families like ours,”  
Anthony says.

Because his birthday was coming up, Anthony decided to “give it 

up” and ask for donations to the Family House in lieu of gifts.

Anthony hosted a fundraiser for two weeks and with the help of the 

people he loves, exceeded his fundraising goal!

Anthony, right, with his father Joe, left

“Some of my Facebook friends asked me what the fundraiser 
was about which even helped me raise awareness about  
organ and tissue donation,” Anthony says. “Not many people 

know about donation and transplant until they need one.”

It’s caring people like Anthony that help us continue to be a “home 

away from home” for transplant families coming to Philadelphia. 

His generous decision to “give up his birthday” on Facebook and 

raise money for the Family House helps support families like his 

own as they navigate the difficult transplant journey.

“I would definitely host a Facebook fundraiser again…it was  
so easy!” Anthony says.

“It’s hard to go through something like transplant and not be 

changed by it. I want to help out as much as I can.”

Thank you, Anthony, for spreading our mission and supporting the 

Family House!

THE 2018 “40 HOURS FOR MORE ROOM” 
ONLINE FUNDRAISER WAS A HUGE SUCCESS! 
We are so thankful for our Family House community for raising over $56,000 to support our “Room for More” Campaign.  

Proceeds are helping create new guest rooms and additional dining space to better accommodate our guests.

Here’s why Tom and his family, Family House guests, donated to help make “Room for More”:

“[My family and I] immediately realized that Family House was going to make a hard time for us go so much better. I had  

a left lung transplant as well as a double heart bypass in September 2018. I believe we have stayed over 30 nights and still feel tremendous gratitude 

to have a place to stay, kind and giving people make meals, transportation, and so much caring. We found that in this radical change in our lives, 

we discovered so much that is good and Gift of Life will always have our gratitude.”

We’re making a real difference in the lives of families like Tom's.  THANK YOU SO MUCH!

UNDRAISER

Are you interested in hosting a Facebook 

fundraiser to support the Family House like  

Anthony did? Learn how you can do it here: 

http://bit.ly/fb-fundraiser-info 
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The official registration and financial information of Transplant House d/b/a Gift of Life Family House may be obtained from PA Dept. of State by calling toll free 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

United Way #48974 

To make a contribution to Gift of Life Family House, 
please visit GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org or use the enclosed envelope.
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TO OUR MOST GRACIOUS CONTRIBUTORS:
for your loyal support and continued generosity 
in helping us care for transplant patients and families
at Gift of Life Family House.

The Legacy Society 
for Planned Giving
New planned gifts to support 
the Family House

The Estate of V. Marie Bechtold

Dr. Lynn Morgenlander and Fred Cohen

Scott and Vickie Sayles

Founders’ Circle
New members who have made 
gifts of $10,000 or more

BENEFACTOR OF TRUST [$25,000+]
Mason’s Mission

Scott and Vickie Sayles

PATRON OF KINDNESS [$10,000+]
The Gurmankin Family 

Ellen Muzi 

Mary Jane Raymond

Current members who have made 
renewed gifts of $10,000 or more
The Beneficial Foundation

The Gervato Family Foundation

The Gitlin Foundation 

Betsy Horen 

Sam and Jean Jones 

Howard and Liz Nathan 

TD Charitable Foundation

2018 Family Circle
[GIFTS OF $250+] 
to support the annual fund

HONOR IN PLATINUM [$5,000+]
Larry and Diane Beard

Dirk Dinkeloo and Erin Jacob

Lori and John Peruto, Esqs.

Dr. Marshall and Michele Schwartz

HOPE IN GOLD [$2,500+]
Scott and Vickie Sayles

The Wawa Foundation

CARE IN SILVER [$1,000+]
Anonymous 

Anonymous Gifts 

Kenneth Barkauskas

Debjani and Satya Bhoumik

John and Patricia Browne

Jennifer Byrne

Capital Impact Partners

DaVita Point Breeze

DaVita South Broad Street Dialysis

Cheryl Eshenour

Fiorelli Urology Associates PC

Dr. Beverly Foster and Mr. Jim Foster

Founding Hearts Foundation

Debra and Carl Fritz

Dr. Gerard and Elizabeth Fulda

Carol and John Giungo

Ellen and Bernie Gottlieb

Thomas Gross

Dr. and Mrs. Richard D. Hasz, Sr.

Richard Hasz

Jennifer Holiday

Teresa Iaconelli

Meg McGoldrick

Melissa Meyers

John and Jeannie Moretto

Robin and Steve Napiecek

National Disease Research  

 Interchange

Alan Oberman

Robert and Tracie Opitz

Kevin C. Parham

The Marjorie M. and Irwin 

 Nat Pincus Fund 

Richards Energy Group, Inc.

Sam’s Spirit Foundation

Scarborough Boatworks

Ross and Mary Smith

Jay and Pat Souder

J. Kate Stickles and Brad Baldus

Odainy and Mark Tansey

Transplant Alliance Foundation, Inc.

Mary Ellen Reilly-Tucker

Huseyin and Dianna Unver

Liz and Scott Vernick

John and Robin Visconi

Robert G. Walsh, Sr.

Jan L. Weinstock, Esq. 

GRACE IN BRONZE [$500+]
Paul Albert

The Alfano Family

Anonymous Gifts

John Barry

Margaret Belfield

Suzane Biesecker

Richard and Marian Bomba

Jeffrey and Mary Bracciale

Dr. and Mr. Tania and Michael Burns

Sandra and Francis Cannon

William and Winifred Carr

Martha Chase and Brian Reisinger

Melvin and Lynne Cherry

The Comcast Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. John Daly

Theresa Daly

Patrick Davenport

Harold and Christine Delhagen

Filipino Executive Council 

 of Greater Philadelphia, Inc.

Gregg and Darlene Frederick

Catherine Giblin

Harold Goodman

Carol and Tom Hetzel

Mark and Karen Hite

Dennis and Marcia Hoffa

Dr. Ian Hood M.D.

Dennis Jones

Pravin Kapadia

Michael and Lora Kawas

Edward and Heather Kellogg

David and Elizabeth Kennedy

Richard Korczynski and 

 Mary Anne Kidon

Pepper and Mike Krach

Drs. Kimberly and Alexander Lin

Lloyd C Wilson Jr Post 224

Dr. Warren Maley

Alice and Edward Margolis

Charlene and Tony Mastropietro

McFinsky Associates

Christine and Thomas McGarry

Carol and James McKelvey

Mr. and Mrs. Neil R. McLaughlin

Dr. Michael Meshkov and 

 Dr. Janine Reed

Scott Michael

Richard G. Moore

Joann and Joseph Mozelewski

Linda Muller

Paul Oravez and Therese McNelly

Gwen and Francis O’Shaughnessy

Frank and Anne Palopoli

Jenn and Aaron Pearl

Francis and Debra Pross

Christine Radolovic

Annika Raroha

Barry and Meredith Rizzo

Michael and Rosemary Rose

Elizabeth and Bruce Rubin

Maureen Rumsey

Janice Schwartz-Donahue

The Stanislawczyk Family

Maureen Vickers

John and T. Robin Visconi

Jonathan and Vicki Warner

Tammy and Clifford Wendricks

Nancy Willliams-Smith

Douglas Woosnam

Kathy Yandle and Rick Miller

COMFORT IN COPPER [$250+]
AACR Meetings & Exhibits 

Bonnie Adler

Alex Agres

June and Kevin Alderfer

Martha and Bill Anderson

Spiro and Priscilla Apostolou

Carolyn Arriviello

Schonay Barnett-Jones

Dr. and Mrs. Horace Barsh

Ronald and Carol Bilek

Dr. Emily Blumberg and 

 Mr. John Mezochow

Christopher Bradley

Marian Buccafurni

The Burke Family

Victoria Burns

Michele Busacca

Donna Campbell

Melvin and Rosaline Cappel

Stephen Catanzaro

David Caya

Yip Chan

Laurene and Michael Cianfrani

Thomas and Suzanne Civitella

Dorothy Clapham

Allen and Elizabeth Coller

Dr. Beth Colombe

Christopher J. Combs and

 Colleen Seeber-Combs

Barbara Converse

Winifred Cooper

Lisa Coscia

T. Dang

Defense Logistics Agency Troop  

 Support Center

Elizabeth Dellers

Dolores DeVos

Dr. Antonio di Carlo

Terry Dillon and 

 Sue McVey Dillon

Roseann and Anthony DiMaggio

Nancy Doble

Gail Donner

The Dorfman Family

Allen and Carol Drucker

Edward and Wendy Eaton

Omar Estevez

Chris and Lynn Fallon 

Stuart and Sandra Fine

Michael Fitzgerald

Ellen Foley

Todd Franzen

Rogel and Sonia Garcia

Katie Geary

Vicki Goettel

Harvey Goldglantz

Robert and Patti Goodman

Elvin and Sue Green

Yuriy and Mina Gregorev

Deanna and Carl Gunlefinger

Dan and Ryann Hall

Michael Harmon

Steve and Judy Herman

Joseph and Megan Holden

Robert and Beverly Hoyer

Michael Jacobi

Ed Jacobs

Gary and Coleen Jividen

David and Constance Jones

Keith Jones

Kampi Components Co., Inc.

Sandy Kelly

Keith Klasic

Susan and Howard Klein

John Kless

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Kovach

Frank P. Kowalski

Amy and Farn Kung

Robert and Susan Kunzelman

Soju Kurup

Robin Kushner

Franklin Lambert

David G. Le and Kim Nhung

Pam and Giff Lehman

Michael Leppo

Lisa Litchkowski

Albert Longstreth

Jack Lynch

Mary MacDonald

Candace Mackersie

Patricia and Arthur Mahlon

Debra Malinics

Vivian Matsinger

Mary McAllister

Daniel and JoAnn McCann

Linda McConnell

John McCumber

Leslie McFall

Connie and Jack McGinty

Mindy Meyers

Timothy and Laurie Miller

Edward Mitchell

Dr. Jonathan Morris

Douglas Moyer

Dan and Lou Ann Norton

Becky Nuttall

Lynda O’Neill

Jeffrey Orlowski

Maryellen and Walt Paget

Peter and Nancy Parsons

Cindi and Vincent Pasceri

Patricia and Terence Pavlick

Lori Perch

Susan Pincus

The Pla Family

M. Esther Popjoy

Eugene Presto

Brian Price

James and Margaret Quill

Harry Radle and Mary Miller

Dr. Elizabeth Rand

Mansur Rasul

Carol Rodden

Theresa Rooney

Steven Rudich

Brian and Angie Schleider

Thomas and Kathleen Schocklin

Herbert and Rose Schweitzer

Robert Scott

David Shenberger

Laura Siminoff

Lee Smitham

Stephen Smolinski

G. Stephen Snyder

William Soloway 

Randy and Jennifer Soriano

Robert and Ida Sosna

Sharon and Kenneth Spinrad

Brody Stevens

Susan and Edward Stevens

Dennis and Julie Stewart

Diane and Frank Stewart

Kimberly Stowman

Darlene Sweitzer

Donna and Brian Swilley

Charlene Tan

Peter Thomas

Stephen and Kate Tornone

Malika Turner

Verizon Foundation

Janice Waitkus

Maria Louise and John Weibel

Sam Weinstock

Kevin and Mary Wiedel

Krystine and Marion Wiktorowicz

Theresa Zangare

ITALIC = upgraded member

BOLD = renewed member

The Legacy Garden  
Paver Program
Thank you to those who dedicated
an engraved paver

The Patients & Caregivers HUP 

 Lung Transplant Support Group

Jacquelyn Kates 

 in memory of Bill Murray

Welcome Home 
Club Heart Members
Recognizing monthly 
contributors who donate 
$21 or more per month
Anonymous

Larry and Diane Beard

Barbara and Robert Bowie

Donna Caracappa

Faith and Alex Carlin

Sara A. Cohen

Ellen Daly

Theresa Daly

Krista Deguffroy

Tammy Evans-Miller

Vicki Goettel

Sam and Jean Jones

THANK YOU

We apologize for any errors 

or omissions and ask that you 

contact us at 267-546-9812 

to report any corrections.

the Family House feel like “home” and gives our guests more time 

to focus on what’s most important—taking care of themselves and 

their loved ones. 

 “What the Gift of Life Family House provides to its residents and 

their families, in terms of support and inspiration, is truly heart-

warming,” Andrew May, President and CEO at Hercules, says. 

“After our Hercules Account Manager, Tom Jeppestol, brought to 

my attention the needs of the Family House with respect to their 

laundry facility, I didn’t hesitate for a minute in determining how 

we could support such a worthwhile organization. The patients  

and their families certainly have enough to deal with, waiting for 

transplants and follow-up appointments. It’s my pleasure to be able 

to help make their stay at Family House as comfortable and stress-

free as possible.”

The new washers and dryers will allow our guests to do their laundry  

for free during their stay. They can put their clothes in the wash, 

head back to their rooms or make a snack in the kitchen, and come 

right back down when they’re ready to be switched. 

Thank you so much to Andrew and everyone 

else at Hercules who made this wonderful 

gift possible! 

Are you from an organization looking to give a charitable gift? 

At the Family House, we can always use a hand to help serve 

our transplant families. If you’re interested in making a gift, 

please contact Sara Cohen, Development Manager, by email at  

scohen@giftoflifefamilyhouse.org or by phone at 267-546-9812. 

We had a very special wish granted…

Joe Kauffman, Family House Manager, and Bob Marquart, Director of Facilities, with Tom 

Jeppestol and Barry Heller from Hercules Laundry

Wanda does not have to worry about finding a laundromat or getting her personal items 

there—she can do her laundry right here at the Family House

Contributions of $250 or more received between OCTOBER 2018 – DECEMBER 2018

…we have 
NEW laundry 
machines! 
Last fall, our friends from Hercules, a laundry room equipment 

provider from Long Island, NY, generously donated five brand new 

washer and dryer sets to the Family House! 

Imagine having to suddenly relocate to a city you’ve never been 

to—you have to find a place to stay, food to eat…the last thing on 

your mind may be where to wash your clothes. You might not even 

have detergent, a laundry basket, or quarters to put into machines 

at the laundromat. 

Because our guests can take the stairs or elevator right to our laundry  

room, they don’t have to worry about how to get their personal 

belongings to and from a laundromat. This convenience helps make 

JOIN THE  TODAY!

Giving a little each month—a small commitment from you—truly makes a big difference in the lives of our transplant families. 

When you make a monthly gift, you’ll not only help families now, but you’ll help families months from now.

You’ll help create this week’s support group, give our guests access to our kitchen next month, and support a family’s stay 

at the Family House when they need it most. A monthly gift shows you’re committed to being by their sides. 

If you haven’t already, will you join our Welcome Home Club today? Visit GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org for details.

Also, when you give $21 or more monthly, you’ll be eligible for several benefits including name recognition 

on our Primary Contributors wall, an invitation to our annual President’s Reception, and more! 

Ally’s Breakfast & Blood Drive

Bee a Blessing, Inc. – Friends for Life Dinner

Doug Wright Memorial Fund

Smyrna High School Softball Fundraiser

7th Annual Golf Tournament in memory of Paul W. Penkala 

Fundraising Events

Wish List Drives coordinated by:

Built With Love

Camilla Camilli

Jim and Karen Carns

CHOP Nursing Operations   

 Department

Patrick Davenport 

 & Kellogg’s Employees

Hercules Corp

Sara Faliveno

Team E-Hoot

Jeff Hojnowski in memory 

 of Ed Hudicek

Jefferson County, WV 4-H

Lancaster/Lebanon 

 Gift of Life Support Group

Sam Leo

New Gethsemane 

 Baptist Church

thank you  to our volunteers in 

 the community for coordinating 

fundraising events, wish list drives, 

and online fundraisers to support the 

mission of Gift of Life Family House.

Kathryn Kiesel

Carol and Dean Krautter

Dr. James Lee

Christine and Thomas McGarry

Kathy Yandle and Rick Miller

Lara Moretti

Jeffrey and Debra Morgan

Joseph and Joann Mozelewski

Michael McVey

David O’Brian

Adam and Christina Pennypacker

Randy and Richard Presant

Andrea and Sean Reynolds

Mark and Noelle Richardson

Jay and Patricia Souder

Sharon and Kenneth Spinrad

Marie Strouse

Amita Verma

Kevin and Mary Wiedel

Jan L. Weinstock, Esq.

Stephanie Williams

Douglas Woosnam

Leah Zenker

Due to space constraints, honor/memorial gifts and supporter gifts  
are no longer listed in the newsletter.


