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The Family House rounds out 
a ‘circle of care’ for transplant patients 

  and families

CELEBRATING OUR 5-YEAR JOURNEY

Our ‘home away from home’ 
has helped thousands 
find peace of mind, and hope.

“Where does a polar bear keep his money?” teases 5-year-old 
Amelia Torgersen to our reception desk staff who have been 
eagerly awaiting her arrival. “In the snow bank,” she answers 
and giggles. Every time Amelia comes running into the Gift of Life Family 

House with her parents, Bonnie and Brian, she immediately looks 
for the smiling faces she has come to know and trust. She brings her 
latest stuffed “friend” and asks that it be given a yellow wristband 
ID, just like hers.

It’s hard to believe that bouncy, fun-loving Amelia had a liver  
transplant just nine months ago, or that she is now undergoing  
chemotherapy for PTLD (Post-Transplant Lymphoproliferative  
Disorder), a complication of her transplant surgery. Amelia has  
struggled since birth with Alagille syndrome, a rare genetic disorder  
characterized by abnormalities to the bile ducts that harm the  
liver and can affect other parts of the body. The genetic defect that 
causes Alagille can be inherited, or occur randomly.

Amelia had heart and kidney surgeries, even before her liver started  
to fail. At that point, the Torgersens relocated from their home 
in Nashville, Tenn. through Brian’s employer — first to Florida 
and then to Pittsburgh. They wanted to be as close as possible to  
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The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and its renowned Alagille 
Syndrome Clinical Care Program, and for her transplant surgery.

Not one to complain, Amelia now bravely faces too many “ouchies” 
during chemotherapy, but looks forward to staying at the Family 
House where our staff make her feel special.

Five years of caring
On July 18th, Gift of Life Family House celebrated  
its fifth year of serving transplant patients and  
their families receiving care at one of the eight 
transplant centers in Greater Philadelphia. In this 
short time, we have served more than 1,300 transplant families,  
many of whom have stayed with us several times over the course 
of their loved one’s care. In total, we’ve provided over 33,000 room  
nights of comfort.

“At first, we didn’t know how long it would take for the community  
to support the project,” says founder and CEO, Howard Nathan,  
reflecting back on the leap of faith that brought together  
benefactors, board members, health care providers, government  
agencies, and other supporters to help build a “house” for patients  
and families going through the transplant process.

Today, the success of the Family House is evident. “I ask almost  
every day about occupancy. It makes me proud when 28 out of our 
30 rooms are filled. It reminds me that we did the right thing, that 
the need that’s desperately there is being met.”

“I think what sets us apart is our staff members who are there,  
available, and who care 24/7,” notes Howard. “I think that families 
understand that and are touched by it.”

CIRCLE OF CARE, continued from Family House page 1

The Torgersens agree. When Amelia came to stay at the Family 
House after her liver transplant in December, she was drawn to 
the kid-size Adirondack chairs on our patio. But because it was 
cold and snowy, she couldn’t sit outside. When they came to stay 
in the spring, Amelia’s first thought was to run outside to sit in 
‘her’ chair, but the chairs weren’t there, explains Brian. “So we 
go inside to Diana Elbanna (resident manager) and Amelia says, 
‘Miss Diana, where are the little tiny girl chairs?’ And Diana says, 
‘They’re not out there?’ So there was this brief commotion over 
the chairs. The next week, guess what, the little tiny girl chairs 
were there.”

Adds Bonnie, “Even on the days that are difficult for Amelia, she 
talks about sitting in ‘her’ chair. And so the patio is somewhere  
we can go with her at the end of the day where she has a little 
time to sit in her chair and just relax and refuel for the next day.”

Whether it’s having access to a fully stocked pantry and tasty left-
overs if they miss the evening meal, or toiletries they forgot to pack, 
the Family House is a safe and comforting haven 
for them. “We don’t lack for anything there,” says Bonnie.

Rounding out a ‘circle of care’ 
A ‘circle of care’ for transplant patients and families begins when a 
person with end-stage organ failure is listed for transplant. The list 
is national and Gift of Life Donor Program works with its partners 
around the country to find willing donor families and viable organs.

“The reality is that the number of people who can donate is very 
small. Only about 1 to 2 percent of all of the people who pass away 
can be considered as potential organ donors,” explains Howard, 
who has been with Gift of Life Donor Program since 1978 and is 
its President and CEO. “In our region, out of about 40,000 people 
who die each year in the 129 hospitals we serve, there are only  
approximately 800 who could be potential organ donors. That’s 
why there’s a shortage. It’s not because people are unwilling.  
It’s because the number who are medically suitable is very small. 
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“This year we’ll have close to 500 organ donors  
and more than 1,300 people receiving transplants 
in our region. That doesn’t sound like a big number, but  

it’s the largest anywhere in the United States,  

probably the world, for any one region.”

Gift of Life Donor Program is responsible for working with the  
transplant teams to coordinate the donation and recovery of the  
organs and safely transport them to waiting surgeons, patients,  
and families. The Family House takes care of families while their  
loved ones are waiting to be transplanted, during recovery, and  
throughout post-transplant care. While other transplant houses 
typically serve one transplant center, the Family House serves all 
eight centers in its vicinity. “That’s pretty unique, and it’s extremely 
gratifying to me,” says Howard.

In addition to affordable lodging, home-cooked meals, and  
transportation, the Family House also provides education,  
counseling, and emotional support through its Caregiver Lifeline  
Program. The first of its kind, this program provides a supportive  
network and educational services specifically tailored to the needs 
of organ transplant patients, family members and caregivers —  
those staying at the Family House as well as those living in the 
broader community.

For the Torgersens, the Family House is a “tool in a toolbox” to  
make life easier. “When you’re at that point of fear and anxiety — 
things that come with the unknown — there’s somebody who has 
got your back. It doesn’t make anybody’s individual situation better, 
their difficulties are going to be just as challenging, but to know 
somebody’s got your back is meaningful.” explains Brian.

Making every day count
When traveling down the long and winding road of caring for a 
chronically ill loved one, it is easy to lose focus on the everyday 
things that give life meaning.

“We had to work very hard to give Amelia what we feel is the best  
quality of life: That is, to step away from the clinical side of things  
and remember that she’s a little girl — and take her to the beach, 
take her to Disney, take her to the park. Sometimes with the medical  
side of things, you almost want to put life on hold — until transplant,  
or until she’s done with chemo, or things like that,” explains Bonnie.

For Amelia’s fifth birthday, at her request, the family went camping.  
When the weather turned warm, they packed Amelia’s medical 
gear, along with their camping gear, and headed out to Allegheny  

Howard M. Nathan, Founder and President, Gift of Life Family House.

To make a charitable gift to the Family House, or to volunteer, please use the  
enclosed envelope or visit us online at www.GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org.

National Forest. “Amelia is definitely an outdoor girl,” laughs Bonnie.  
“We gave her a choice of going out on a boat or hiking. She picked  
hiking. She had a little walking stick. She kept saying, ‘I’m the  
leader, follow the leader.’ She loves to explore. She enjoyed studying  
the rocks, the different leaves, and trees. That’s her happy place.”

Adds Brian: “She doesn’t understand life. As far as she knows, it’s  
kind of rough, because it’s always been rough. But she’s a fun,  
loving spirit that when you’re around her you just smile. And you 
don’t do it because she said something funny; you do it because 
she’s this sweet, beautiful thing.”

Although they have health insurance, the Torgersens have faced  
substantial out-of-pocket costs since Amelia’s birth for medications,  
medical supplies, formula for her tube feedings, and travel to and 
from Philadelphia. “By the time you put all of the pieces together, 
it’s a costly process,” says Brian.

Securing Family House’s future
“Each year, we have to raise about $1.8 million dollars just to  
keep the doors open,” notes Howard. Driving the need for funds  
is the Family House’s commitment to maintaining a low  nightly  
rate of $40 even though the actual cost for providing all of the  
included services is $165 per room per night. Each room  
accommodates up to four people. Families who can’t afford the 
nightly fee are given subsidies. “We don’t turn anyone away because 
of their inability to pay,” adds Howard.

The Family House depends on charitable contributions, large 
and small, to make this possible. “Last year we had over 2,300 
individuals or organizations give us charitable contributions.  
I wish I could name them all. We’ve even had grade school kids  
hold fundraisers and collect money at school. Businesses will do 
dress-down days and collect $5 from everybody wearing blue jeans. 
Those combined gifts of $200, $300, they help.”

The Family House works,” adds Howard, “because of neighbors  
helping neighbors, whether through charitable contributions or  
by volunteering.”

“Every time I walk through the door at the 
Family House, it really makes me proud of our  
team, of the families who are courageous in going  
through transplantation, and our volunteers.  
When I meet our Home Cook Heroes — many of whom are  
transplant families — and our other volunteers, I am truly grateful. 
We simply couldn’t do it without them.”



5 Year Stats!
Since July 2011, Gift of Life Family House

has provided the following:

Meanwhile, Sarah stayed close to him at Gift of Life Family House, 
to support Luke through his transplant journey. “It took such a  
burden off of us that my wife had a place to stay,” explains Luke, 
who later joined Sarah at the Family House for his recovery.

Luke seemed to being doing quite well after his 
first lung transplant. Then, in October of 2015, 
Luke began to experience rejection and had to 
be hospitalized once more. In early March 2016, 
the doctors told Luke that he would need to be 
re-listed for a transplant due to the severity of  
the rejection.

On May 5th 2016, Luke received the gift of life 
a second time, this time, a right lung transplant.

Throughout the ups and downs of their 
transplant journey, the McGrath family has 
found solace in the loving care that the Family 

House provides. Sarah was well cared for while Luke spent many 
weeks in the hospital – and then he was able to have a “home 
away from home” to return to for his lengthy recovery. Not only 
that, but their sons had the opportunity to visit their parents here  
in Philadelphia as they, too, had a welcoming place to stay.

“When I visited, everyone working there made me feel very  
welcomed and comfortable. I was able to spend some nice time 
with my father during his recovery. The meals that were cooked 
for us at the Family House made it really feel like home and offered 
such a sense of normalcy that I’m so grateful for.”        —Conor McGrath

Now, with his recovery going quite well, Luke is back to planning 
his bucket list adventures, beginning with a trip to the Pacific Coast. 
But first, he is happily spending time with his three sons, Conor, 
Kevin and Sean. He was especially grateful to be well enough to  
attend his middle son Kevin’s wedding in June. “I wanted to be there 
for them,” explains Luke.

Thanks to a charitable act by a donor family and the power of organ 
donation, Luke can continue to be a loving father and husband.  
And he very much looks forward to finally crossing some items off 
his bucket list.

FACESOF THE Family House
“During a really stressful and hard time for our family, it was a 
sense of relief knowing that my father had a great place to stay 
while recovering. I felt that he was always under the best care in  
a really amazing place.”   —Conor McGrath, pictured below with father, Luke, lung  
 transplant recipient and current Family House guest

Celebrating a Second Chance at Life
Luke McGrath worked as a Director of Special  
Education for 35 years in Somerville, NJ.  
He planned on retiring in the summer of 2014 
to start a new journey of crossing off items  
on his bucket list with his wife, Sarah. Instead  
of traveling the world, however, Luke found  
himself traveling to Philadelphia after being 
diagnosed quite unexpectedly with nonspecific 
interstitial pneumonitis in 2013 – a condition 
that would eventually lead to Luke receiving 
not one, but two life-saving lung transplants.

After multiple visits with doctors in Philadelphia, Luke was put 
on the waiting list in September, 2014 to receive a lung transplant. 
After only eight days on the wait list, Luke miraculously received 
the call for his gift of life.

Meet Luke McGrath

LEFT: Luke with his three sons at his son Kevin’s wedding in North Carolina on June 11th; 
pictured (L-R) : Conor, Luke, Kevin, and Sean. ABOVE RIGHT: Luke with his wife Sarah.
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Support the Adopt-A-Family 
Program  Consider making a tax-deductible gift to the  
Adopt-A-Family Program – each $40 contribution helps  

support one night of lodging for a family staying at the Family House who  
cannot afford the nightly fee. You can contribute to sponsor one night,  
two nights, a weekend or more. Gifts of any level are meaningful. To make  
a charitable gift to the Family House, or to volunteer, please use the  
enclosed envelope or visit us online at www.GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org. 

Host an Event  From golf outings to intimate dinners  
in your home, there are countless ways you, your family, and  
friends can fundraise for the Family House. Fundraising events  

are also a great way to reconnect with family and friends and remember  
or celebrate a loved one, while supporting our important mission.

Become a Home Cook Hero  Groups of up  
to 10 people can provide, prepare (on or off-site) and 
serve a meal to guests staying at the Family House.  

Enjoy cooking in our fully equipped kitchen as well as seeing the impact  
of your service on our families first-hand.

Host a Wish List Drive  Keeping the Family  
House stocked with basic home necessities – such as  
food, toiletries, and pantry items – requires a lot of donated  

items. This is an excellent activity to involve your family, company,  
religious group, or friends. You can also collect grocery store gift  
cards to keep our refrigerators stocked with the things we run out of  
most – milk, eggs and butter! The Family House is also in need of gas  
cards to keep our free shuttle service operational – transporting patients 
and families to and from local hospitals each day. 

Join the Legacy Society 
for Planned Giving  By making a “planned gift” –  
a gift through your estate – you can ensure the future  

success of Gift of Life Family House and have the satisfaction of knowing 
that your values will live on through the loving care we provide. 

Become a Corporate Partner   Through 
volunteerism, sponsorships, grants and program support,  
hundreds of corporations have partnered with Gift of Life  

Family House to support transplant patients and their families. In return,  
corporations receive unique recognition, brand visibility through our  
various communication tools and social media platforms, as well as  
opportunities for employee team building events and ways to engage and  
reconnect with clients. If your business or corporation is interested  
in supporting programs or other initiatives at Gift of Life Family House,  
we would be happy to help create a mutually beneficial partnership.
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Stay tuned over the next few months 

as Gift of Life Family House unveils 

a special way that you, your family 

and friends can celebrate 5 years of 

the Family House!

For more information, contact Sara Cohen, Development Manager
 at scohen@giftoflifefamilyhouse.org or 267-546-9812.

WAYS to Help Support 
the Family House this Fall

33,223 
LODGING NIGHTS OF CARE TO 

TRANSPLANT PATIENTS AND FAMILIES

125,000 
MEALS SERVED 

TO GUESTS 

THROUGH THE 

HOME COOK HEROES 

PROGRAM

6,637
TRIPS TO AND FROM

 AREA HOSPITALS 

TRANSPORTING 11,194 GUESTS

AND DRIVING 45,790 MILES



SightLife

Conrad O’Brien

ACHIEVING BALANCE 
AS A CAREGIVER
Coping with an organ transplant is something that families may 
encounter at any point in their lives. Taking responsibility for the 
day to day care of the patient while also having to tend to your 
usual obligations can be a daunting task, especially if you’re 
thrown into the role of caregiver rather suddenly. No matter the 
situation, it is important to maintain a sense of balance in your 
life, so that you can perform all tasks to the best of your ability.

Listed to the right are three tips for achieving balance in your life  
as a caregiver (and as an individual).

For more information about support groups and self-care, please visit the Caregiver Lifeline Program webpage at 
www.GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org or reach out to social worker Talia Giordano at caregiverlifeline@giftoflifefamilyhouse.org

by Julia Stiffman
Gift of Life Family House Social Work Intern

Caregiver Lifeline

Spotlight
1. STAY ORGANIZED  When you have so many obligations to  
attend to in any given week, it is easy for some to get overlooked.  
Planners are a great way to keep track of your schedule so that you never  
miss a doctor’s visit, bill, a special event or even self-care practices.  
One can be bought at any drug store and there are several free online 
planners such as Google Calendar which can send you reminders before 
an appointment begins. 

2. IDENTIFY YOUR NETWORK OF SUPPORT  Juggling all the  
aspects of caregiving on top of your usual responsibilities is no easy task. 
Keeping a list of names with contact information can help if you need 
to change around your schedule, have any questions, or feel like you 
just need someone to talk to. Some names to consider listing: doctors, 
nurses, and social workers, your employer, insurance contacts, and any 
close friends, family, and neighbors. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. During 
the transplant process, some relationships with friends and family may 
fade out while others become stronger. Learning who you can rely on 
can come in handy any time you feel overwhelmed or just need a break. 
Lastly, locating support from others who have been through a similar  
situation is important. You can find online and in-person support groups 
on our Caregiver Lifeline webpage on the Family House’s website.

3. TAKE TIME EACH DAY TO PRACTICE SELF-CARE 
Even taking a few moments to do some deep breaths can be beneficial 
in helping to cope with stress and in preparing for or unwinding from a 
hectic day. If you already have a hobby you enjoy, such as journaling, 
exercising or reading, try to block out a period of time each day to do 
that (and put it in your calendar). Keeping up with an activity you enjoy 
can help not just in relieving stress, but also in maintaining your personal 
identity as a caregiver and as an individual.
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The Home Cook Heroes program brings volunteer groups to the Family House to prepare healthy, 
home-cooked dinners each night along with brunch on weekends. Participating groups include 
families, schools, businesses, service clubs, sports teams and more.

We are proud to recognize Home Cook Hero volunteer groups from May – July 2016

 Kevin’s Hepatic FunctionariesCongregation M’Kor Shalom

Drexel School of Public Health and Prevention Club

Last year, 140 volunteers through 45 teams collectively  
raised more than $60,695 in just 40 hours to support the  
Adopt-A-Family Program—a program at the Family House 
that helps families who cannot afford the $40 nightly fee.  
That’s equivalent to more than 1,500 nights of lodging. 

Let’s join together to make this year an even bigger success! 
Prizes will be awarded to the top fundraiser as well as the top 
fundraising team. 

YOUR 40 Hours Challenge 
is just around the corner!

HOME COOK

Heroes
Algeria Stokes and Friends
Alpha Omega Epsilon
Amy’s Team
AtlantiCare - PATHS Employee 
 Resource Group 
AtlantiCare Business Office
AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center
Butterflies, INC
Chestnut Hill Hospital
CHOP
CHOP Nurses and Plus Ones
Christiana Care Respiratory 
Christinana Care Respiratory CV Team
Community Evangelical Church 
 Youth Group
Congregation M’Kor Shalom 
Conrad O’Brien
Dave’s Dinner
Donate Life Berks County
Drexel School of Public Health and 
 Community Health and Prevention Club

Eaton/Van Kleunen Family
Ed’s Eyes
Ellen Abrohms and Friends
Engine 62 Ladder 34 PFD
Epic @ Jefferson - Jefferson Health
ETS 
Four Ladies and Friends
Friends Central School
Gabriel Oprea and Family 
GAMP Red Cross Club
Girl Scout Troop #7914 
GLDP Community Realtions
GLDP Hospital Services
Good Shepherd Penn Partners
Green Polka Dot Pajama Team
Hahnemann ED 
Hahnemann ER
Hahnemann Rehab
Hahnemann Transplant 
 (Kidney & Liver)
Handy and Friends

Hearts of Gold
Hyatt at the Bellevue
Jefferson Transplant Unit
Jennifer Ridenoure and Friends
Joshua’s Legacy
Kacey’s Fam
Kauffman Family 
Kellie’s Cooks
Kevin’s Hepatic Functionaries
Lankenau Kidney Transplant 
Long and Foster Real Estate
Marie Hill Family and Friends
Merkle Inc.
Missy Pinola and Friends 
Mt. Holly Elks Lodge 848
National Charity League, 
 Valley Forge Chapter
NDRI
Optum Health
Pat and Peter’s Pals 
Pat’s Wings

Philadelphia Convention 
 and Visitors Bureau
Pinnacle
Presbyterian ED
Randon Family
Rutgers Gang
Samantha Crean and Friends
Schwartz Family
Seer Interactive
Shea’s Butterflies
SightLife
Snap Kitchen - Old City
SP Plus Corporation
St. Augustine Parish
St. Pierre Sisters
Stephanie Rauch and Friends
Team Evie
Team G$
Team Spiers
Temple Health Services - CHW
Temple University CICU

Teva Pharmaceuticals
The Bonnette Family
The Philadelphian
The Wortzel, Gold and 
 Gurmankin Families
Thomas Fitzwater Service Group 
Thomas Jefferson University  
 Hospital
TICU - Penn Presbyterian
TJUH Rehab
TJUH Transplant Team
Trisha Gallagher and Friends
University City Kiwanis
Verizon Pioneers
Willis Towers Watson

Thank you to our generous 
community partner for their 
ongoing food donations:
Snap Kitchen - Old City 
Starbucks at the Bellevue

PLEASE JOIN US THIS #GIVING TUESDAY – 11.29.2016 – to help the hundreds  
of transplant families who rely on the Family House as their “home away from home.” 

Don’t want to participate alone? Create a team by getting  
your family, friends, classmates or coworkers together to join 
forces! This is also a great opportunity to turn your Home 
Cook Heroes team into champions! 
 

40 Hours for the Family House is a fast-paced & FUN online fundraising challenge that starts at 8am on #Giving Tuesday, 11.29.2016 — and only 
lasts 40 hours! Sign up today and help us raise crucial funds to continue to provide lodging and supportive services to transplant patients and 
their families. #40hrs2016

It’s so easy to sign up and participate using our Crowdrise fundraising event page! 

SIGN UP TODAY AT 
www.GiftOfLifeFamilyHouse.org

Teva Pharmaceuticals

 Willis Towers Watson
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New Jersey Manufacturers 
 Insurance Co. Human 
 Resources Department
Robert Poerner
Michael and Barbara Spang
Michael and Karen Timochko

Margaret Applegate
East Coast Engineering, Inc.

Dr. Michael Asher
Emily Pincus

Betty Lou Ayres
Edward and Lorraine Luning

Kathleen Barrett
The Patients & Caregivers 
 HUP Lung Transplant 
 Support Group

Tamara Beltz
Richard and Betty Beltz

Alan Bilbee
Helen Burd

John Castrenze
Betty Rizzotte

Sherry Cederberg
Catherine Sams

Caitlin Ciquero
Michele Busacca

Sean Patrick Clegg
Patricia Ragen

Jeanne Clink
The Staff at Hung College Union
 SUNY Oneonta
Catherine and Richard Haug

Christopher Cobb
Staff of Bangor Area Middle  
 School

Josephine Consalvo
Donna Suneja

Jacquelyn Cunningham
Edith Lam Nardone

William Dalton
John Bentley
Michael and Abby Davis
Mary DiMauro 
Home Instead Senior Care
Richard and Cindy Strup

Amanda Davis
Joann and Joseph Mozelewski

Elizabeth DeFulvio
Timothy and Michele Hassall

Joseph Doble, Sr.
Nancy Doble

John Domanico
Lou and Susan Domanico
Kristeen Kohrs
David Lohrey

Patricia Dooling
Dolores Gift

Marie Duff
June Ginty

Rachel Fie
Nick and Ruth Grigoriades

Brian James Fleagle
James and Margaret Hunter

Edward Fleming
Arthur and Susan Grossbard
Ruth Rosenberg

Dorothy Fulton
Michael and Bernadette Shustak

Matthew E. Gable
Mary Smith

Melanie Gatto
Anthony and Tracy Ann Gatto

Laurie Giaimo
Laurie Giaimo Memorial Fund

Jeremy Gibson
Tracy Roberto

Hank Gross
Ina Fisher-Gross

Bill Gruber
Margaret Gruber

Thomas Hafer
Thomas and Cynthia Gress

Mason William Hess
Nancy and Herman Bowers
Dolores DeVos
Paul and Andrea Kovach

William Hight
Rosemarie Hight

Marie Hill
Family and Friends of Marie Hill

Frances Hofstatter
Dr. Carol A. Pancoska

Dwight R. Johnson
Dwendy Johnson

Pamela Johnson
Howard and Norma Sudler

Cole Patrick Kershner
Doug Wright Memorial Fund

Bobby Kiesel
Kathryn Kiesel

Janis King
William King

Kevin Kless
Ken and Kara McNulty

Christine Lambert
Frank Lambert

Pauline Lichman
Loren and Marilyn Mays

Joseph Lintz
Melanie Lintz

Collin Loshnowsky
Rosemary Swavely

Loren Mays
18 Hole Maple Dale Womens 
 Golf Association
Patricia Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Cisar
William and Barbara Hawke
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Keller
Alan Levin
Gail and Steve Nemcic
Robert and Diane Radnich

Edward Mitchell
Denise Mitchell

Javi Moran
Gwen and Edward Chianese

Margaret Morano
Greater Philadelphia Chapter 
 of Personal Chefs

Mary Ann Navin
John Navin

Robert V. Nicoletti
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Busillo
Certified Abstract Company, Inc.
Karen and Stewart Cohen  
 and Family

Gregory and Carol McLaren
Constance Pointer
Tema and Bernie Roth
Donna Suneja

Corey Novak
Cathy and Lennard Novak

Evie O’Brian
Janice and John Kelly

Kathrine O’Brien
Michael and Bernadette Shustak

Kristopher Ohler
The Brand Family

William Ortoski
Scott and Jill Bush
East Lawn Supply Co., Inc.

John V. Persic, Sr.
Dolores Persic

Donald Puterbaugh
Norman and Virginia August
Robert and Shelley Emmett

Genevieve Repp
Gary and Marilyn Lindsey

Julie Riggi
Jack Storey

Nancy Rizzotte
Betty Rizzotte

Bob and Barb Robinson
Ronald and Heather Michaud

Thomas Ruocco
Frances Aceto 
Grace Bissonnette
Michael and Joanne Castaldi
Kim Hyman
Eric and Janet Mease
Anthony Ruocco
Dean and Patsy Tabbert
Cabot and Connie Wright

Russell Sams
Catherine Sams

Matthew Sarajian
Pat and Jay Sarajian

Nicholas Sayles
Scott and Vickie Sayles

William Secara
Matthew Ballard
Diane Secara

The official registration and financial information of Transplant House d/b/a Gift of Life Family House may be obtained from PA Dept. of State by calling toll free 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
United Way #48974  |  Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) #28458 

To make a contribution to Gift of Life Family House, please visit www.GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org.

Founders’ Circle
[GIFTS of $10,000+] 
PARTNER OF CARE [$50,000+]

Connelly Foundation 

2016 Family Circle
HONOR IN PLATINUM [$5,000+]

Anonymous
Certified Abstract Company, Inc.
Genentech, Inc.

HOPE IN GOLD [$2,500+]
Larry and Diane Beard
Dr. and Mrs. John Daly
Seymore and Helen Ann Rubin 
 Foundation

CARE IN SILVER [$1,000+]
Richard and Betty Beltz
Paul C. Brucker, Jr.
Capital Impact Partners
The Clark Associates Charitable 
 Foundation
Ina Fisher-Gross
GFWC Women’s Club of Aston
Harvey and Rosalie Goldberg
Nanette and Lonnie Graybill
Jean and Sam Jones
Allan and Harriet Leibowitz
Jeff and Debra Morgan
Jeff and Maxine Morgan
Steven Napiecek and 
 Robin Zoltek
Andrea and Sean Reynolds
Analise and Americo Santos
Carole and Billy Stamps
Melissa and Brian Szabo
Walmart Store #2068
Walmart Store #2141

GRACE IN BRONZE [$500+]
Anonymous
Bikram Yoga Chadds Ford
Dr. and Mrs. Paul C. Brucker
Matthew and Ashley Bryson
Patrick Davenport
Harold and Christine Delhagen
Susan and Fred Denenberg
The Desai Family Fund
Ed and Marta Galarza
Barbara and Sidney Geller
Richard and Theresa Gergar
John Green
Nick and Ruth Grigoriades
Camille Hegwood
Michael and Lora Kawas
Pepper and Mike Krach
Gerald and Carmela Lorino
Merck Sharp & Dohme Federal 
 Credit Union
John and Jeannie Moretto
Scott and Vickie Sayles
Jay and Pat Souder
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
Karl Stock
Verizon Foundation
John and T. Robin Visconi

COMFORT IN COPPER [$250+]
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Abrams
Wendy Agins
Anonymous Contributors
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
Dr. and Mrs. Horace Barsh
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Bonnette
Bright Horizons Foundation 
 for Children
Melvin and Lynne Cherry
Stephen Clyde

Conrad O’Brien PC
Steven and Rhonda Cook
Theresa Daly
Daughters of Penelope - 
 Ionian Chapter 196
Scott and Kate Demczyszyn
Stephen and Priscilla Demosky
Nancy Doble
Patricia Dolan
Leonard and Marlene Dubin
James Dunleavy
East Lawn Supply Co., Inc.
Dr. Howard J. Eisen and
  Dr. Judith E. Wolf
Giuseppe and Antonia Falzone
Dr. and Mrs. David and 
 Jacquelline Faust
Robert Finkel
Dr. and Mrs. Gary and 
 Phyllis Finkelstein
Colleen Fuller and 
 Tommy Marrone
June Ginty
Margaret Gruber
Dr. Thomas Hansmeier and 
 Dr. Stacey Gorter
Geoff and Maureen Hillary
Michael and Tyler Hill-Shaner
Home Instead Senior Care
Suraj Iyer
Janice and John Kelly
Kent Kampers of Delaware, Inc.
Kathryn Kiesel
William T. King
Stephen Knobbs
Lady Wildey Rebekah Lodge
Barbara Laurenzi
Laurie Giaimo Memorial Fund
Alan Levin
Marilyn and Gary Lindsey
The Mary Kay Cosmetics Gress 
 National Area
Robert McDonald
Christine and Thomas McGarry
Bernard McGinty, Jr.
Ken and Kara McNulty
Ronald and Heather Michaud
Joann and Joseph Mozelewski
Dan and Lou Ann Norton
Timothy O’Malley
Frank and Joyce Podietz
Richard and Sandy Salmieri
Theresa Sirianni
Diane and Frank Stewart
Rebecca Suppi
Raymond and Darlene Sweitzer
William and Theresa Thorp
Michael and Jacqueline Tolokan
Dr. Barbara A. Wadsworth and 
 Mr. Henry J. Wadsworth
Krystine and Marion Wiktorowicz
Kathy Yandle and Rick Miller

ITALIC = upgraded member
BOLD = renewed member

Family House 
Supporters 
[GIFTS of $50+] without tributes

Pamela Abitabilo
Alex Agres
AmazonSmile
American Express Charitable Fund
Anonymous Contributors 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center
Dr. Smadar Auerbach-Barber
Jim and Martha Beaudoin

Gregory and Anita Bell
Janet Blue
William Brandt
Kelly and Chris Brown
Buddtown United Methodist Church
Helen Burd
Victoria Burns
Vincent Cannamela
Ms. Faith Carlin
Carlisle Area Healthcare 
 Auxiliary Inc.
Jim and Karen Carns
George and Gudelia Cazull
Lisa and John Coscia
Jonathan Cottrell
Carol Cowan
Crossroads Fellowship Church
Linda Cunningham
Elaine D’Agostino
Lauren Dearani
Edward and Margaret Devinney
Sonia Dix
Barry and Mary Doane
Gail and Dick Donner
Eileen Donovan
Christopher and Nancy Dressel
Ricardo Drummond
Joycelyn Eastman
ePath Learning, Inc.
Susan and Charles Erani
Ronald Eschweiler
Thomas Fetters
Elizabeth Finocchio
Carole Forbes
John and Cornelia Fruncillo
Nathan Ganges
Robert and Mary Gilpin
Carol Giungo
Grace Cathedral Fellowship 
 Ministries
Marisa Green
Virginia Greene
Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart
Samuel and Sandra Gubbine
The Haddon Fortnightly - 
 Evening Department
Mark and Maria Hyman
Hyman Family Charitable Fund
Donna Jenkins
Ellen Kelly
Scott and Tiffany Kelly
Keith Klasic
Janine Ladislaw
James Lavery
The Law Firm of Cohen, Feeley, 
 Altemose & Rambo
Amy Lowenstein
Candace Mackersie
Melanie Maschke
Bruno and Giulia Masucci
Joseph Mcbride
John McCumber
Joyce McGarvey
Ben McGinty
Betsy McKeown
Merck Foundation
Susan Miller
Cynthia Morelli
Max and Catherine Mueller
Tina Mujevic
James and Frances Mullen
Kathleen and Hank Mulvaney
Mary Nagales
Dorothy Nagle
James and Donna Newell
Daniel and Lou Ann Norton
Daniel Ockenhouse
Tim and Virginia Oskin
Peter and Nancy Parsons

The Patients & Caregivers 
 HUP Lung Transplant 
 Support Group
Christina Pennypacker
Bernard and Joanne Perch
Leo and Barbara Plonsky
Benjamin Pownall
Melissa Regan and
 John Kaminski
Amber Richardson
Anthony Rizzi
Ryan and Suzanne Rockovits
James Rura
Juliette Samson
Daniel and Carolyn Scarfo
Leslie and 
 Anna Marie Schmalbach
Carolann and William Schneider
Richard and Anita Shaffer
Bob and Joan Shuck
Joann and Patrick Sicilia
Barbie Spear
Springfield Hanby Lodge 767 
 F&AM
Marilyn and David Staiman
Julia Stiffman
Kimberly Stowman
Harold and Barbara Sugarman
Teleflex Foundation
Thomas Jefferson University 
 Hospital Transplant Team
Terrance and Joanne Tihansky
Mr. Michael Vagner and 
 Dr. Evelyn Balogun
Michael Valli
Donna and Richard Waechter
Debra and Michael Warner

In Honor of...
[GIFTS OF $50+]
Joan Aarseth

Joanne Aarseth
Jeff and Ruth Abrams

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Abrams
Bobby and Ashley Adams

Cindy and Robert Adams
Frank and Diane Stewart

Sandra Albarty
Jeff Albarty

Krista Baker
Douglas Woosnam

Bridget Baksy
Tibor Baksy
Priscilla and Stephen Demosky

John Barna
Joseph and Sharon Lesko

Janet Barndt
Eric Barndt

Mike Brenner
Melvin and Lynne Cherry

Kelly Brown
James and Gloria Lane

Dr. Paul C. Brucker
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Brucker Jr.

Tony Chiffolo
Terri Arnold

Kathi Clapham
Bikram Yoga Chadds Ford

Tricia Conver
Bright Horizons Foundation 
 for Children

Linda Coyle
Ann and Edward Mulvehill

Gloria Cuadrado
Felix Cuadrado

Dr. Adam Elfant
Dr. Stacy Smith-Elfant and 
 Dr. Adam Elfant

Giuseppe Falzone
Charlie and Andrea Falzone

Paul Fuller
Colleen Fuller and 
 Tommy Marrone

Kevin Geklinsky
Donald Overdorf

Richard and Diane Gergar
Richard and Theresa Gergar

Ellen and Bernie Gottlieb
Fred and Susan Denenberg
Nancy and Stuart Goldsmith
Allan and Harriet Leibowitz

Harriet Gurmankin
Missy and Bob Gurmankin

Kathy Hafer
Sandra and Jim Reed

Suzanne Halko
John Kasteleba and 
 Betty English

Jackson Heller
Ina and Robert Seibert

Maureen Hillary
Geoff and Maureen Hillary

Angela Hoffman
Dr. and Mrs. Stewart L. Barbera

Lauren Iannucci
Janice and Bob Waitkus

Ethel Ivens
Frances and Donald Jacobs
Catherine Schilling

Gina Kolesinskas
Andrew and Monica Pitra

Pepper Krach
Mike Krach

Molly and Brandon Kwelty
Scott and Vickie Sayles

Juanita Larmer
Andrew Ware

Merry Lester
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Lester
Ronald and Merry Lester

Jeanne Logue
Ellenor McConnell

Kimberly Malsch
Chad Malsch

Cynthia Mansmann
Allison Mansmann

Christine Marvel
Carl and Debra Scotti Fritz

Luke and Sarah McGrath
Fred and Celia Campbell-Mohn
Dr. Carolyn F. Leary
Susan Schreiner

Robert McGrory
Carolyn and Robert McGrory

Siobhan McKnight
Margaret and Peter Bradley

Mark and Terry Meade
Jerry and Shirley Sherman

Michelle Mescall
Lisa Benkert

Ronald Mohn, Sr.
Alison Mohn

Lisa Moletzsky
Rosalie Hetrick

John Moretto
Jeannie Moretto

Debra Morgan
Jeff Morgan

Judy Novick
Lisa Jacobson-Katz

Rita O’Hora
James O’Hora

Alan Oberman
Gwenda Burkhardt

Lori Orlowski
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey P. Orlowski

Kati Penney
Kevin and Rosemary Reger

Lori Peruto, Esq.
Terri Sirianni

Pat Pluchinsky
Kevin and Mariann Bosch

Patricia Potter
Nancy Naddeo

Joan Poynton
Bob and Joan Poynton
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Smith

Margaret Reardon
Robert and Lori Oxenford

Kim Rogal
Cindi and Vincent Pasceri

Frances Rooney
Phil and Shelley Getz

Beth Rosenfeld
Dr. Joel C. Rosenfeld

Rosemary Schnall
Kevin and Rosemary Reger

Lindsey Schwartz
Bob and Sue Lippencott

Deb and Vijay Shah
Dr. Beverly Foster and 
 Mr. Jim Foster

Avery Stamps
Carole and William Stamps

Amelia Torgersen
Maple Grove Missionary 
 Baptist Church

Matt Tyson
Nancy Tyson

Phil Valvardi
Mary Beth O’Neil
Joan Spiers

Ronnie and Wilma Weaver
Brownsville Church of God

Sam Weinstock
Drs. Melissa Lerman and 
 Eric Berger

Nancy Wender
Debra and David Sainz

Cynthia Whisker
Dr. Vaughn Whisker

Mary Wiedel
Kevin Wiedel

WuXi AppTec
Camille Hegwood

In Memory of...
[GIFTS OF $50+]
Michael Ackerman

Karen Grayson
Al Allison

Dr. Thomas Hansmeier and 
 Dr. Stacey Gorter

Carol Anderson
Thomas and Linda Cambria
Joseph and Marilyn DeHaas
John and Doris Fedun
Sandra Fuquay
Lorraine Lospinoso
Grady and Marilyn Meeks
Fred and Sylvia Meincke

Contributions of $50 or more received between APRIL 2016 – JULY 2016

for your loyal support and continued generosity in 

helping us care for transplant patients and families 

at Gift of Life Family House.

To our most gracious contributors:

THANK YOU
Nicholas and Regina Secara
Robin Secara

Dhillon Shah
Thomas and Marlene Ballingall
Dr. Beverly Foster and 
 Mr. Jim Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McDonald

Donnie Shaner
Booster U.S.
Burns & Ellis Realtors, LLC
Ronald and Joyce Fretz
Jennifer Hall
Michael and Tyler Hill-Shaner
Kelly Roscoe
Harry and Karen Willis

Eric R. Smith
David and Ann Lyle

Joseph Sommer, Jr.
Nancy Bauder

Kevin Spiers
Matthew and Ashley Bryson

George Steinmetz
Joan and Nicholas Pody

John V. Steinmetz
John and Margaret Hartwell

Lucille Steinmetz
The 313 Card Players
Barbara Cappel Green
Kenneth and Nadine Chavin
CTI Finance Group
Mario and Janet Daulerio
Laura, Dave and John Dutton
Diane and Kenneth Elwood
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gordon
Harry Guttman and 
 Laura Wright
Maureen Kerwick
Catherine Klose
Deborah and Russell Kull
Norma Kunkel
Maria and Rob Marsh
Linda Marshall
Margaret Meehan
Pat Meehan
Raymond Milanese
Vickie and Fred O’Toole
Joan and Nicholas Pody

We apologize for any errors 
or omissions and ask that you 
contact Samantha Oliphant at
soliphant@giftoflifefamilyhouse.org 
to report any corrections.

Timothy and Lisa Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. James Stagge
Jan L. Weinstock, Esq.

Mary Stokes
Summit Court Community 
 Association

Sidney Supnick
Melvin and Lynne Cherry

Zachary Sweitzer
Meg and Kirk Spring

Gloria Szarek
Diane and Ed Blum
Joann and Ed Glasgow
Carol and Chet Heller
Sandie and John Henon

Robert Taylor
Marlene Denber

Isabella Walsh
Charles Rickenbach
Robert G. Walsh, Sr.

Melissa Williams-Devai
Thomas and Joann Hollinger

Elizabeth Wolf
William and Theresa Thorp

Sophie Zwicharowski
Diane and Ed Blum 
Joann and Ed Glasgow
Carol and Chet Heller
Sandie and John Henon

The Legacy Garden  
Paver Program
Thank you to those who dedicated 
an engraved paver

Cindy and Robert Adams
Kenny Kline Foundation
The Patients & Caregivers HUP 
 Lung Transplant Support Group

CrowdRise Online Fundraisers
Bill’s 75th Birthday Gift of Life Fundraiser hosted by Jeanille Gatta
Gift of Life Family House For Organ Recipients – In Memory of  
 Shawn Grenz hosted by Marchelle Grenz-Sickler
In Memory of Donnie Shaner hosted by Kelly Roscoe
In Memory of Gavyn from Team Axiom hosted by Mike Ballas

An online fundraiser is one of the easiest and most effective ways 
to help support the Family House. Simply create a personal or 
team fundraising page on the Family House’s CrowdRise page 
and share it with your friends, family and co-workers! 
Visit www.GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org for more information.

Fundraising Events
8th Annual No Shower Happy Hour hosted by the David Nelson Jr. Memorial Fund
10th Annual Bensalem Township Charity Challenge hosted by the Bensalem 
 Economic Development Corporation
125 Nights Fundraiser Campaign hosted by Kenny Duncan, Squared, & 
 PB Education Centre Corporation
Anjali Yoga Gratitude Project
Children’s Lenten Project 2016 coordinated by Old First Reformed United 
 Church of Christ
Christmas Trees for a Cause Fundraiser hosted by Lesko’s Tree Farm
Community Giving Back Project Bake Sale coordinated by Sara and 
 Sasha Tuddenham
Designer Bag Bingo hosted by Team Spiers
Dress Down Day coordinated by School Lane Charter School Staff
“Denim Days” hosted by Boyer’s Food Markets Store #3580
Doug Wright Memorial Golf Outing
Jackson’s 12th Annual Mulligan on Life Golf Outing hosted by Hennion & Walsh 
 and the Heller Family
Joe Sommer Memorial Benefit hosted by the Lehigh Valley Community Benefit
Smyrna High School Softball Fundraiser in Memory of Donnie Shaner
Team Matt collection benefiting Gift of Life Family House
ThatsCat Twitch Community Charity Stream coordinated by Megan Hildreth

THANK YOU to our volunteers in the community for coordinating fundraising 
events and Wish List Drives to support the mission of Gift of Life Family House.

Wish List Drives
Tahisha Anderson
Stacy Arnold
AtlantiCare Business Office
AtlantiCare Paths ERG
Delco PAHCOM Chapter
Danielle Hill
Henry Lane

Mt. Holly Elks #848
The Philadelphia Firebirds
The Regional Hospital of Scranton
SpecialtyUSA, LLC
Mary & Ross Smith
Voya Financial

Gift of Life Family House 
is proud to spotlight new members of the 

Gift of Life Family House

who have made planned gifts to support 
the future of the Family House. 

New Legacy Society members between January 2016 – July 2016

 Kenneth and Leonore Barnes
 Estate of Jeanne J. Bingham
 Geoff and Maureen Hillary
 Jeff and Debra Morgan
 Jay and Patricia Souder

LEGACY 
SOCIETY


