
COME HOME.
This is Gift of Life Family House.
Where transplant families
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Mission
for transplant patients and their families by providing temporary, 

affordable lodging and supportive services to those who  travel to 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for transplant-related care. 

Gift of Life Family House is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.

GIFT OF LIFE 
FAMILY HOUSE 
serves as a

Dear Friends,

THANK YOU FOR BEING A COMMUNITY WE CAN COUNT ON! 
Your commitment, your compassion – this is what enables us to continue providing a caring “home away from home” 

to transplant families in their time of need. And for that I would like to say thank you!

At Gift of Life Family House, we continue to make a positive impact on hundreds of transplant families traveling to 

Philadelphia by providing them with much-needed support services and affordable accommodations during their 

or their loved one’s life-saving transplant care. Last year alone, more than 400 transplant families counted on us 

for support and because of your generosity and commitment to our mission, we were able to provide them with 

exceptional care during their stay.

In this 2014 Annual Report, I am thrilled to share with you some of our recent accomplishments, statistics, program

highlights and, of course, recognize those who help make our mission possible for transplant families. 

Please accept my sincerest gratitude for your kindness and dedication. I hope that we can count on 

your ongoing support as we strive together to enhance the lives of the transplant patients and 

families we serve – both now and in the years to come.

With deepest gratitude,

Howard M. Nathan
President and CEO

A Message 
 from the President

	 “By supporting the 

	 Family House, you are 

	 giving families a sense 

	 of one less thing to 

	 be concerned about. 

	 You’re giving them 

	 peace of mind.” 

—	Raquel Ross, 
	 liver transplant 
	 recipient

32
Raquel Ross with her sister, Yolanda Ross, 

Family House guests.

Alondra Cole, Family House guest.



50,000
	EXCEEDING
GOALS
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The Home Cook Heroes program 
hit a milestone in 2014 when it 
served its 50,000th meal to Family 
House guests. The special meal was 
prepared on February 1, 2014 by 
five local couples who turned their 
regular “Family Dinner” that they 
hold at each other’s houses into a 
“Family House Dinner.”

Guests of the Family House are 
so grateful for the thousands of 
volunteers who continue to support 
the Home Cook Heroes program. 
These volunteers bring far more 
than delicious meals into the 
house—they also bring a warmth 
and kindness that everyone 
appreciates. They are part of what 
make the Family House a true 
home for transplant patients and 
their families.

50,000 and Counting! 
Home Cook Heroes Program Hits a Milestone Meal

BE A GIVER
Joanne Brusich and Family
BSC America Bel Air Auto Auction
Patrick Davenport
The Hair Family
The Hess Family and Mason’s Mission

The Leake Family
Links, Inc. of Philadelphia
Gena and Tim Mayer
The Meek Family
Merkle, Inc.
The Moran Family

Wish List Drives Keeping the Family house stocked with 
basic home necessities requires a lot of donated food and supplies.   
We’re thankful to those who coordinated Wish List Drives in 2014: 

2014 Programs & Highlights A special thank you to our volunteers in the community 
for coordinating fundraising events in 2014 to support the mission of 
Gift of Life Family House.

3rd Annual Ernie Leone Memorial Tournament hosted by the Italian American Citizens League

4th Annual Smiles for Terri Golf and Dinner Event

6th Annual Ritz Event – HMS Pinafore hosted by the Southern New Jersey Coalition 

	 on Organ & Tissue Donation

ADP Jeans Day coordinated by Matthew Matula

Ally’s Breakfast and Blood Drive hosted by Angels for Ally

Applebee’s Flapjack Fundraiser Breakfast hosted by the Berks County Coalition

Bingham Elementary School Fundraiser

Bowling for Life hosted by the Multicultural Affairs Coalition

David’s Parrot Party Benefit for Gift of Life Family House hosted by the Nelson Family and Friends

Denim Day hosted by The Graham Company

Dunk Tank hosted by the Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation

ErykaLynn Waller Tribute Concert

Evan Morgan’s Fundraising Campaign

Furness High School Dress Down Day

Gift of Life Family House Swim Meet hosted by the Gloucester City Stingrays

Hahnemann University Hospital Abdominal Transplant Program Hot Dog Social

Jackson’s 10th Annual Mulligan on Life Golf Outing hosted by Hennion & Walsh and the Heller Family

Kidney Awareness Fundraiser coordinated by Bonnie Majeski

Knouse Fruitlands, Inc. Father’s Day Fundraiser

Lives Saving Lives Club Fundraiser hosted by The Lawrenceville School

Morgan Family Campaign

Neiman Marcus Fashion Show Fundraiser Giving is Always in Style hosted by Nancy Gansky 

	 and Lori Peruto, Esq.

Nicole Loshnowsky’s Birthday Collection

Notre Dame of Bethlehem School Dress Down Day

Nursing Network Center Car Wash Fundraiser

Project Management Institute’s Employee Luncheon Raffle

RyanStrong 5K in memory of Ryan Viola

Sam Pesaresi Memorial Field Hockey Game at Albright College

School Lane Charter School Dress Down Day

Select Medical & CARES Casual Day and Bagel Sale

Soccer for Sweitz hosted by Central York High School

Team Wave Fundraiser coordinated by Faria Rehman

Thirty One Fundraiser hosted by Hearts of Gold

Thomas Jefferson University Methodist Hospital Nurses Week Fundraiser

Turner Construction Employee Golf Outing coordinated by Patrick Kershner

Valley View Community Church Alternative Gift Market hosted by Jennifer Martin

(L to R) Casey Lyons Dilsheimer, J.B. Dilsheimer, Craiger Drake, Denise Duszak, Robert Shino, Julie Cassel, 
Jeanne McFalls Lamb, Patrick Lamb, Aaron Maass and Ashley Via.
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Save the Date!
The 2nd Annual 40 Hours for the 
Family House challenge starts 
Giving Tuesday on December 1, 2015. 
For more information, visit 
www.GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org.

Will you accept the challenge 
this year?

First 40 Hours Challenge  
In December of 2014, Gift of Life 
Family House held its 1st annual 
40 Hours for the Family House 
Giving Tuesday challenge, and what 
a success! Beginning promptly at 
8:00 a.m., participants had 40 hours 
to reach a goal of $400 or more on  
CrowdRise.com, a simple and  
accessible online fundraising  
platform where signing up for our 
challenge was just a few clicks 
away! 40 hours, 50 team members 
and 500 participants later, the  
challenge raised more than  
$27,000 – surpassing our initial 
fundraising goal by 69%!

Top 6 Fundraisers for the  
2014 40 Hours Challenge
Dhillon Shah
Jeffrey Abrams
Lori Peruto
Avery Stamps
Nancy Gordon
Maryellen Paget

BREAKING 
RECORDSOn Monday August 25, 2014, Gift 

of Life Family House proudly held 
its 10th Annual Kidney Open Golf 
Outing at the beautiful DuPont 
Country Club in Wilmington, DE.   

10th Annual Kidney Open 
Breaks Fundraising Record!

A record breaking $65,000 (net)
was raised to support transplant 
patients and families through the 
Adopt-A-Family Program. Hosted 
by Howard M. Nathan, President 
and CEO of Gift of Life Donor 
Program, and Dan Sinnott, CEO 
of Sinnott Executive Consulting, 
more than 100 golfers came out 
to support the Family House and 
golf an 18-hole scramble format 
tournament on the beautiful course. 
With bright blue skies and fresh 
cut grass, it was the perfect day!

The Heller Family and friends at Jackson’s 10th Annual Mulligan 
on Life Golf Outing hosted by Hennion & Walsh, Inc.

(L) Dan Sinnott, CEO of Sinnott Executive Consulting, 
and (R) Howard M. Nathan, President and CEO of 
Gift of Life Donor Program.

The Morgan Family 
Morgan Stanley and Mary Moretz
The Sommer Family
Warriors for Tim, Inc.



Founders’ Circle		  Thousands of transplant patients 
and their families count on us each year for support during their transplant journey. 

WE’RE SO GRATEFUL WE CAN COUNT ON YOU.

Your support makes it possible for us to continue welcoming all families and we are   
happy to say that we have never had to turn away a guest due to their inability to pay   
our modest nightly fee.

2014 FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE
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	 “We’ve met families that 	

	 we’re still in touch 	with, 	

	 just by eating with them.	

	 It’s wonderful. 	We didn’t 	

	 have to worry about 	

	 grocery shopping. We 	

	 could eat snacks all day, 

	 or even 	leftovers from the 	

	 meal the night before.”

—	Family House guests Michelle Liu,
	 and her daughter Esther Grace, 
	 a double lung transplant recipient

Sponsor of Strength 
($200,000+)

Anonymous
(Living Room)

Anonymous

Ambassador of Generosity 
($100,000+)

Bridge to Life, Ltd. 
(Resident Manager’s 
Apartment)

Partner of Care 
($50,000+)

Gervato Family Foundation

Sam and Jean Jones

Benefactor of Trust 
($25,000+)

The Gitlin Foundation

RyanStrong 
(Guest Room)

Patron of Kindness 
($10,000+)

Cary Moritz, Esq. and  
	 Michael Moritz, MD

The Founders’ Circle is made up of the following tiers:

$	1,000,000	+ 	 LEADERSHIP AND LEGACY

$	 500,000	+ 	 TRUSTEE OF COMPASSION

$	 200,000	+ 	 SPONSOR OF STRENGTH

$	 100,000	+ 	 AMBASSADOR OF GENEROSITY

$ 	 50,000	+ 	 PARTNER OF CARE

$	 25,000	+ 	 BENEFACTOR OF TRUST

$	 10,000	+ 	 PATRON OF KINDNESS

With sincere appreciation, we proudly recognize our 2014 Founders’ Circle Members 
who have given major gifts to support the Family House.

	 “Every need and want had 	

	 been anticipated and met 	

	 without my thinking or 	

	 planning for them. I could 	

	 sleep without planning 	

	 shopping lists, trips to a 	

	 grocery store and cooking 	

	 meals. This allowed me 

	 to recharge my emotional 	

	 batteries.” 

—	Janice, Family House guest

On July 20, 2014, over 60 RyanStrong team members joined together at the Family House for 
their official plaque unveiling and room dedication in honor and in memory of Ryan Viola.



Honor in Platinum 
($5,000+)
Anonymous
Daston Corporation
Erin Jacob and Dirk Dinkeloo
Jeff and Debra Morgan
Lori and John Peruto, Esqs.
Harry Roth, Esq. and 
	 Lisa Heller, MD
Dr. and Mrs. Marc and 
	 Kathy Uknis

Hope in Gold 
($2,500+) 
Larry and Diane Beard
Capital Impact Partners and 
	 NCB
Connelly Foundation
Sam and Jean Jones
Howard and Liz Nathan
Robert V. Nicoletti
Scott Z. Noye and Family
Phillies Charities, Inc.
Analise and Americo Santos
Scott and Vickie Sayles
Dr. Marshall and 
	 Michele Schwartz
Walmart Store #2650
Albert K. C. Yau

Care in Silver 
($1,000+)
ACE Charitable Foundation
Anonymous Contributors
Artcraft Promotional Concepts
The Ashland Foundation
Bel Air Auto Auction, Inc.
Debbie Darling Belenski 
     Memorial Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McFadden
Jack McHale
Brenda and Thomas Noll
The Norwood Company
Becky Nuttall
Robert and Tracie Opitz
Papa Carl’s Jam for Life Foundation
Philadelphia Chapter of 
	 UNICO National
Relocation Project Managers, Inc.
Sam’s Club #8145
Second Chance Heart Transplant 	
	 Support Group
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel and 
	 Karen Solomon
Dr. Jonathan Van Kleunen
Barbara W. and 
	 Barry W. VanRensler
Walmart Store #1869
Walmart Store #4687
Jan L. Weinstock, Esq.
Christine Yang
 
Grace in Bronze 
($500+)
Jeffrey and Ruth Abrams
Ellen Abrohms and Bernard Gottlieb
AC Power Company, Inc.
Jeff and Sandy Albarty
American Express 
	 Charitable Fund
Bill and Martha Anderson
Anonymous Contributors
Dr. and Mrs. Mariano and 
	 Mariquita Apacible
Dr. and Mrs. Aaron and 
	 Joy Bannett
Margaret Belfield

Ashlee and Bradford Milnes
Alan J. Mittelman, Esq.
Glen Moffett, Esq.
Lauren Montanaro Galac
Notre Dame de Lourdes School
Alan Oberman
John and Lori O’Donnell
Paul Oravez and 
	 Therese McNelly
Cindi and Vincent Pasceri
Irfan Patel and Family
Peach Tree Acres
David Pierson
The Pla Family
Andrea and Sean Reynolds
Joseph Richetti
Carol Ann and Connell Rodden
Michael and Rosemary Rose
Seymore Rubin
Janice Schwartz-Donahue
Beth Sinkus
Ross and Mary Smith
John and Carol Stemrich
Rebecca Suppi
William and Ann Marie Trembler
Emmanuel Tzanakis
Carol and Dominick Vangeli
Verena Voegele
Walmart Store #2068
Walmart Store #3252
Walmart Store #5130
Wohlsen Construction
Drs. Richard and 
	 Sandra Wortzel
Bea Jo Yerg
Mustafa Zaheer

Comfort in Copper 
($250+) 
Joanne Aarseth
Alex Agres
Paul Albert
Kelly and Andy Albright
Ann Allegrini
Dr. Rene Alvarez, Jr.
Anonymous Contributors
Carolyn Arriviello
George Arroyo and 
	 Charles Ideo
Jill and Paul Aschkenasy
Dr. and Mrs. Appiah and 
	 Shantha Balasundaram
Bank of America Foundation
Jaya Bhattacharyya
Ronald and Carol Bilek
Emily Bittenbender
Eugene and Patricia Blum
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Gloucester County Police 	
	 Chiefs Association
Harvey Goldglantz
Thomas Graham
Michelle Graziano
Cheryl Green
John Green
Hank and Ina Gross
Chris Ann Hamm
Mehdi and Christine Haririan
John and Tanis Helbley
Geoff and Maureen Hillary
Mark and Karen Hite
Joseph and Megan Holden
Betsy Horen
Susan Hsu
Teresa Iaconelli
Linda Iagnemma
ILC Dover LP
J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile 
	 Agency, Inc.
Charles and Mary Jackson
Jane Janeczek
Richard Johnson
Mark J. Jones
Sara Jones
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Kampi Components Co., Inc.
Barbara Katz-Chobert
The Kellogg Family
Dermid Kelly
David and Elizabeth Kennedy
Stephen Kettelberger
Knights of Columbus Father 
	 McCafferty Council #11013
Peter Kountz
Frank P. Kowalski
Robert and Susan Kunzelman
Langhorne Tax & Bookkeeping Inc.
Wilma Leftin
Mary Leyden
Caren Litvin
Tom and Jo Lucid
Friends and Family of 
	 Katherine MacMullett
Patricia Mahoney
Marion Luckers Kidney Foundation
Donna Massey
Michael Maurer
John McCumber
McDaniels Sisters, Betzy Nelson and 
	 Coleen Stoffa
Meghan McFadden
Christine and Thomas McGarry
Christopher McGeehan and 
	 Katherine Petherbridge

The Family Circle is made up of the following 
giving levels: 

$	5,000	+	 HONOR IN PLATINUM

$ 2,500	+	 HOPE IN GOLD

$	1,000	+	 CARE IN SILVER

$	 500	+	 GRACE IN BRONZE

$	 250	+	 COMFORT IN COPPER

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard McGinty, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McGinty
Jim and Carol McKelvey
Mr. and Mrs. Neil McLaughlin
Ken and Kara McNulty
Merck Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. Miller, Jr.
Teresa Montanaro
Julie Moore
Joann Mozelewski
Patricia Mozzillo
Ellen Muzi
Joseph Nahas
Trisha Nash
John Navin
Neiman Marcus
Walt and Maryellen Paget
Curt and Myrna Palatsky
Kevin C. Parham
Bruce and Debra Parmelee
Steve and Lori Parrino
Michael Parsley
Ruth Peachey
Pennoni Associates
A. Charles Peruto, Jr.
Jim and Michele Peruto
Steve and Mary Ann Phillips
Susan Pincus
Frank and Joyce Podietz
M. Esther Popjoy
The Prasad Family
Christine Radolovic
Dr. Elizabeth Rand
Melissa Regan and 
	 John Kaminski
Patrick and Jean Reger
Martha Chase Reisinger
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Reynolds
Sean Rhoads and Keri Fisher
Suzann M. Rowley
Elizabeth and Bruce Rubin
Leah Rutter Zenker
Richard and Sandy Salmieri
Brian Schleider
Nancy and James Schmidt
Thomas and 
	 Kathleen Schocklin
Ellyn Schoen
Robert Schroeder
Parool Shah
Shelly Communications, Inc.
Daniel J. Sinnott
Bonnie and Harris Sklar
G. Stephen Snyder
Robert and Ida Sosna
Corinne and Dave Sparenberg

Barbie Spear
Sharon and Kenneth Spinrad
St. Paul’s Evangelical 	
	 Lutheran Church
Thomas and Deborah Stalsitz
Melissa Stamps
Susan and Edward Stevens
J. Kate Stickles and Brad Baldus
George and Paulett Strand
Larry and Rachael Suplee
T. Rowe Price Matching Gift Program
Charlene Tan
Marilyn and Joseph Thornton
The Tyson Family
Maris Uzdanovics
Barbara and Henry Wadsworth
Janice Waitkus
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Wasser
Maria Louise Weibel
William Westhafer
Harold and Janet Whartnaby
Krystine Wiktorowicz
Windows of Strength
Sue and David Wishnow
Michael Wolfgang
Y.A.L.E. School Cherry Hill
Kitching Yau

Bold indicates renewed membership

The Legacy Garden 
Paver Program
Thank you to those who dedicated 
an engraved paver in honor or 
memory of a loved one, giving 
families a place to retreat for 
a moment of reflection and catch 
their breath during a stay at the 
Family House.

Abelson Legal Search
Dr. Frank E. Barber, MD
Vanessa Broderick
Melissa J. Brown
Michael and Susan Diamond
Feldman and Goldstein Families
Brent and Karen Foehl
Gift of Life Donor Program Staff
Gift of Life Donor Program Tissue/	
	 Preservation Team
Sam and Jean Jones
Keith B. Klasic
Cara and Jeffrey Meskill and Friends
Dr. and Mrs. Marc and Kathy Uknis
Voorhees Rotary Dinner Club

Guest Fee
Revenue14%

1%

85%

Programs

Fundraising

Grants

Contributions

General 
and 

Administrative 11%
7%

82%

FINANCIALS
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Family Circle
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Bonnette
Gerald and Maryann Brenneman
Joanne and Joseph Brusich
Helen Burd
Victoria Burns
Elaine Butkus
Buxmont Chapter of the 
	 PA Society of Tax and 
	 Accounting Professionals
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Callari
Donna Campbell
Nancy Castrenze
Dr. and Mrs. Paul J. Chase
Michael Clancy
Susan Ruth Clark
Kenneth and Elaine Cohen
Nina Cohen
Sara A. Cohen
Sean and Melanie Cohen
Sandra Cole Cantera
Dr. Beth W. Colombe
Winifred Cooper
Matthew Copithorne
Katherine K. Costabile
Ellen Craugh
Chris and Sharon Crooker
Theresa Daly
Mr. and Mrs. John Delaney, Jr.
Janet Dennis
Harris Devor
Antonio Di Carlo
Terry Dillon and Sue McVey Dillon
Tim and Judi Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Edwards
David and Patricia Edwards
The Egg Nog Jog Group
Dr. Howard J. Eisen
Dr. Howard M. Felt
Sandra Ferris
The Figgs Family
Stephen and Maria Finkle
Thomas and Elizabeth Finocchio
Fitzpatrick’s Crest Tavern
Joseph and Beverly Forline
John and Cornelia Fruncillo
Dr. and Mrs. Gerard Fulda
Garden Spot Frame & Alignment   
	 Service Inc.
Robert Gardner
Gateway Medical Associates, P.C.
Katie Geary
Geisinger Medical Center HFAM 7
David Georgaros
Nancy Gillespie
Talia Giordano
Bradford Glazier

Michael Bellia
Berks Catholic High School
Ernie and Joan Burrell
Alex and Faith Carlin
Jim and Karen Carns
Melvin and Lynne Cherry
James and MaryAnn Coleman
William Corbett
George J. Czarny
Colleen Danks
Patrick Davenport
Brett Davis
Harold and 
	 Christine Delhagen
Scott and Kate Demczyszyn
Nancy Doble
Kristen and Chris Drexel
Mary Ann Dunlap
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Dr. Patricia Ferdinand
Robert Finkel
Foot of the Cross Christian Church
The Forst Foundation
Dr. Susan Freeman
Debra and Carl Fritz
Ed and Marta Galarza
Marie Gemmell
William and Eileen Gemmell
Laurence Genuardi
Carol and John Giungo
Dr. Amy J. Goldberg
Annetta and Richard Good
Rita Goor Memorial Trust
Karen and David Hess
Dr. and Mrs. George and 
	 Diane Hildebrandt
Dolores Howell
Robert Howell
Michael and Lora Kawas
Kathryn Kiesel
Kistler-Tiffany Benefits
Susan and Howard Klein
Stephen Knobbs
Pepper and Mike Krach
Eden Kratchman
Normand and Marge Kurtz
The Law Offices of Pond, Lehocky, 
	 Stern and Giordano LLP
LexisNexis Risk
Liberty Property Trust
Drs. Kimberly and 
	 Alexander Lin
Martin Majcher
Janet Margolies and 
	 Arthur Fischman
Linda McConnell

Margaret Bradley
Brandywine Realty Trust
John and Winifred Branton
John and Patricia Browne
Dr. Tania and Michael Burns
Jean and Stanley Chenoweth
Dr. John Daly
DaVita Abington Dialysis
DaVita Buttonwood Dialysis
DaVita Callowhill Dialysis 
DaVita Cheltenham Dialysis
DaVita City Line Dialysis
DaVita Cottman Kidney Center
DaVita Franklin Commons Dialysis
DaVita Franklin Dialysis 
DaVita Grant One Dialysis
DaVita Huntingdon Valley Dialysis 
DaVita Marlton Dialysis
DaVita Memphis Street 
     Renal Center
DaVita Northeast Philadelphia 	
	 Dialysis 
DaVita Northern Philadelphia 
     Dialysis
DaVita PDI Walnut Tower
DaVita South Broad Street Dialysis
DaVita South Philadelphia Dialysis 
DaVita Willow Grove Dialysis
DaVita Wyncote Dialysis
Sharon and Michael Denomme
Chris and Lynn Fallon
George and Susan Gibbs
The Gurmankin Family
Dr. and Mrs. Richard D. Hasz
Haworth Inc.
Carol and Tom Hetzel
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Kovach
Kate and Ed Leong
Suzanne and Robert Levin

George and Caroline Pla, Family Circle members

Expenses

Revenue

	 Recognizing the year’s generous partners who  
helped support and sustain Family House operations and programs. The Family Circle is  
an annual giving program made up of philanthropic contributors who give $250 or more in  
a calendar year to support the Family House annual fund.

2014 FAMILY CIRCLE



OCCUPANCY/ROOM NIGHTS at 
Family House by Transplant Center 
HUP............................................. 29% 

Temple......................................... 24% 

Hahnemann................................. 18% 

CHOP...........................................10%

Einstein.........................................10%

Jefferson......................................... 8%

Lankenau........................................ 1%

FAMILY STAYS 
by Specific Organ Treatment 
Liver...................463 
Lung..................431 
Heart.................257
Kidney................246
Heart-Lung...............8

Adopt-A-Family Program
The nightly fee of only $40 per night to stay at the 
Family House is set far below the actual operating 
costs. Because of your support, we can keep this 
price low, and also our promise to never turn away 
a family who cannot pay.

The cost of transplant-related care can be staggering. 
Insurance premiums, co-payments and deductibles 
vary widely depending on the patient’s health  
benefits. Essential medications can easily cost a  
patient $1,000 or more every month. Travel expenses 
can cost hundreds of dollars per trip depending  
on the distance. And when patients and their family  
caregivers can’t work, the loss of wages can be  
devastating.

Understanding the financial burden that families
must bear, at Gift of Life Family House we set our 
nightly room rate at a modest $40. The actual cost 
for providing lodging, meals, transportation, and 
other services to guests is $160 a night, creating  
a large gap that at the Family House we work to fill  
through contributions to our Adopt-A-Family Program.

1 in 5 families cannot pay the full $40 per night fee and  
require support from the Adopt-A-Family Program 
fund. Through generous financial support from the 
community, Gift of Life Family House supplemented 
$1,049,889 of programs and operating expenses 
in 2014. This figure is based upon the actual cost of 
$160 per night.

Caregiver Lifeline Program
The transplant journey turns lives upside down, 
not only for the patient, but for their primary
caregivers as well. Through the Family House’s 
Caregiver Lifeline Program, these individuals gain 
the education and support they need to meet the 
demands of their challenging role. The resources 
available through the program – which include 
a full-time social worker, online informational 
library, and community outreach programs – 
help caregivers locate financial assistance, gain 
emotional support, maintain physical fitness, 
and develop contacts within caregiving groups.  
The Family House’s full-time, licensed social 
worker provided 310 hours of counseling in 2014 
to families staying at the Family House. 

In 2014, 273 guests attended 44 caregiver support 
groups hosted at the Family House. The Caregiver 
Lifeline Program is also active within the greater 
transplant community. Externally, it provided  
support to 7 groups throughout the GLDP region 
with 59 patients and caregivers in attendance. 
The Caregiver Lifeline webpage – which can be 
easily accessed from the Family House website – 
offers support to caregivers and patients through 
online learning tools. Gift of Life News, a newsletter 
reaching more than 50,000 households, featured 
4 articles throughout the year in the Caregiver 
Lifeline Spotlight section.

Home Cook Heroes Program 

The Family House’s commitment to its guests extends far 
beyond providing a place to sleep. Through its Home Cook 
Heroes Program, the Family House ensures that guests 
also receive nutritious meals during their stay. Born out  
of the realization that most transplant patients and their 

2014 at a Glance

	 “I felt that the Family House 	

	 provided a service no one else 	

	 could—for me or my caregiver, 

	 my husband. It wasn’t just 

	 a place to stay, it was my 

	 family. We’ve seen the good 

	 and the bad. Sat and chatted 

	 with people. Cried with people. 	

	 Prayed with people... I felt 

	 comfortable.”

—	Denise Fegley, 
	 liver transplant recipient

206 
NEW Followers

1,098 
NEW YouTube Views

1,879 
NEW Likes

158 
NEW Followers

	 1	 Alabama
	 1	 British Columbia
	 1	 California
	 3 	Connecticut
	 34 	Delaware
	 1 	District of Columbia
	 6	 Florida 
	 2 	Georgia
	 1	 Indiana

	 1 	Maine
	 17 	Maryland
	 2 	Massachusetts
	 3 	Michigan
	 1 	Mississippi
	 1 	New Hampshire
	 84 	New Jersey
	 58 	New York
	 4 	North Carolina

	187 	Pennsylvania
	 1 	Puerto Rico
	 1 	South Carolina
	 3 	Tennessee
	 3	 Texas 
	 17 	Virginia
	 2 	West Virginia

SOCIAL MEDIA

9,620
3,173
203

HOME COOK HEROES HOURS

GUEST SERVICES HOURS

ACTIVITY HOURS

TOTAL HOURS

VOLUNTEER RECAP
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1
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84

58

4

187

1

13

3

172

UNIQUE FAMILIES IN 2014
484

AVERAGE FAMILY STAY
5.2 NIGHTS

ROOMS OCCUPIED
8,097

JAN	 83.50%

FEB	 80.48%

MAR	 78.92%

APR	 67.67%

MAY	 89.03%

JUN	 69.56%

JUL	 78.52%

AUG	 69.89%

SEPT	 57.89%

OCT	 64.62%

NOV	 71.89%

DEC	 74.62%OCCUPANCY REVIEW

TRANSPORTATION

Denise and Ken Fegley,
Family House guests.

73.94% 

TOTAL OCCUPANCY families don’t have the resources, time or money 
to prepare a healthy, home-cooked meal, the 
Home Cook Heroes Program brings in community 
volunteer groups to do it for them. In addition to 
providing meals, the Home Cook Heroes Program 
stocks the refrigerators and guest pantry at the 
Family House with food and cooking supplies. 
It also helps to underwrite the costs of operating 
the meal program, communal family kitchen, 
beverage station and dining room.

TOTAL TRIPS

TOTAL GUESTS TRANSPORTED

MILES TRAVELED

1,354
3,567
11,955

HOME COOK HEROES GROUPS

	 27%	 27%	 11%	 11%	 9%

	Donor/Recipient	 Other	 Service Orgs	 Schools	 Hospitals
	 Families

	 6%	 4%	 3%	 2%

	 Worship	 Hospitality	 GOL Employees	 Businesses
MEALS SERVED BY HOME COOK HEROES

 JA
N      F

EB       MAR      APR      M
AY      JU

N      JUL      AUG      SEPT     

OCT
   

   
N

O
V 

   
  D

EC

3,3
10   2,680    2,768    2,286   2,9

3
8

    2,688   2,958   2,690    1,940    
2,

29
0 

   
2,

3
8

6
  

  2
,5

44

31,478

12,996

435 PATIENTS FROM 23 STATES AND 4 COUNTRIES



The official registration and financial information of Transplant House d/b/a Gift of Life Family House may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 
Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

401 Callowhill Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123

1-855-6-FAMILY
www.GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org
General information:

info@GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org

Guest Referral Information:

Referrals@GiftofLifeFamilyHouse.org

Follow us on Social Media:

	 facebook.com/GiftofLifeFamilyHouse

	 @Family_House

	 @GiftofLifeFamilyHouse

IT IS OUR HOPE that you will continue to help families in need  
and ensure that they have a wonderful place to stay — and all the  
comforts of home — while waiting for a life-saving organ transplant. 

Mason’s Mission Wish List Donation.

ADVISORY BOARD  
MEMBERS
Aaron D. Bannett, MD
David Brown
Sara A. Cohen
John M. Daly, MD
Lynn Fallon
Carol Giungo
Mary Pat Kessler
Pepper Krach
Howard M. Nathan
Lori Peruto, Esq.
Frank Podietz
Ranjoo Prasad, OD
Jessica Sharp
Dan Sinnott
Marc E. Uknis, MD
Janice Wright Waitkus
Jan L. Weinstock, Esq.
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